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President’s Corner Meeting Update

In the summer the Museum sees many families with young
children or teenagers. It is easy to see how much fun they
have, even if they don't really understand the difference at the Museum!
between our small individual aircraft and commercial aircraft Thursday, JuIy 23rd
they may have been in which seemed more like a bus.

The July membership meeting will be held

Arrival 5:30 pm Dinner at 6:00 pm
It is especially important that we motivate teenagers to want
to visualize what it must be like to experience a small air-

Speaker: Mark Huneycutt

plane up in the sky. These are the ones we want to experi- Topic: Adventures in Paramotoring

ence programs like Young Eagles that motivate them to

dream of flying as a professional pilot or even a military pi- As always, the museum will provide hamburgers, hot dogs and
lot. Remind adults of how they dreamed of flying and en- condiments, still requesting a $ 5.00 donation per person, but
courage them to motivate their children to have a real expe- since we all know the cost of food has risen considerably, if
rience. you can add a little more to your donation it would be greatly

appreciated. Soda and water are still $ 1.00
Flying small aircraft today takes real planning and effort but
the real experience can change lives. | will never forget my
experience of soloing on my 16th birthday and how it

Please continue to bring those wonderful side items and des-
serts that we all enjoy so much.

changed my life.

An Outstanding 4th of July Parade Float and A Red Ribbon Prize
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Volunteer Notes By Bill Kelder

Thank you to all the volunteers who continue to support us as docents, with lawn care, airfield improvements, mowing, newsletter
preparation, and cookout assistance. These are just a few examples of the vital work being done, and our need for help continues
to grow. If you are inclined to volunteer, please let us know. Without our volun-
teers, we would not exist.

June saw a substantial increase in visitors, and we expect this trend to continue as
the summer progresses.

At our June membership meeting, Mark Huneycutt had to postpone his presentation
on paramotor adventures. He will now present at our July cookout. In the mean-
time, you can check out his Facebook page under Mark Huneycutt. | would also like
to thank the "Shut Up and Fly" team for stepping up at the last minute to present
their ultralight flight from our airfield to Sun 'n Fun in Lakeland, Florida, this past April.

For the July 4th holiday, the museum entered a float in the Hendersonville 4th of July 250th Anniversary Parade. Thank you to Pe-
ter, Kim, Skyler, Joy, Dan, Joyce, and Bill Cosgrove for making this happen. There were 110 entries and the museum float was
awarded 2nd place. PR

Please add the Apple Festival to your calendar, running from
Friday, September 4th through Monday, September 7th. This is
our biggest event of the year, and we will need all the help we
can muster.

As a final note, we are no longer collecting aluminum and steel
cans. We currently do not have anyone to manage the collection,
and the stored cans have begun to attract pests around the mu-
seum.

Curator’s Corner—Dan Ullmer

We pushed hard to complete two new exhibits before the 4th of July. One is a
series of posters that explains the beginning of flight. It was a long and difficult
process and many pioneer aviators died in the process. Aviation has always held
an element of danger, especially for those who are unprepared, but for the pio-
neers everything had to be figured out and much of it by trial and error with their
life at danger during testing. The second exhibit we completed is the Wright Flyer
which is a part of the Beginning of Flight. This is a tribute to our own American
Aviation Pioneers Wilbur and Orville Wright who flew the first powered heavier
than air machine right here in North Carolina.

R

e also continue to move some exhibits to group them by area of
nterest such as WW1, WW2, General Aviation, commercial Avia-
ion, and so on. In the near future we will add signs to make it
2asy for visitors to find things. It is our goal to continue to add

ew content and education including multimedia to make our
useum more interesting than ever and to give people a reason

o revisit.
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Volunteer Forum by Joy Redfield Kwapien Volunteer Highlight— Fred Hankinson

“Aviation will give new nourishment to the religious
Spark of mankind. It will add airspace to those other
Great heighteners of the cosmic mood:

The wood, the sea, the desert.:

Christian Morgenstern

| will be forever amazed and grateful that among our eager eaters of hot dogs and hamburgers, on our meeting nights, | made a
discovery. | love stories related to aviators, aviation and/or aircraft. They feed my soul. A trip back to my Alabama home recently
delayed tracking my original interviewee. Alas - | was bailed out by dear Fred Hankinson.

“My father was in WWII and flew the ‘Hump’ through the Himalayas. | was born in ’38 and my father was gone a lot of the time
when | was a youngster. | was always interested in airplanes during my early youth. When we were in Japan, | was 14 to 16 and
developed a very bad ear infection while living with my Mom and Dad. | wanted to go in the Navy and fly, but the terrible ear in-
fection precluded any flight physical. | then went to college and was in ROTC. When | was graduating from the University of Alaska
in 1965, Dad was stationed in Anchorage. | wanted to get my private pilot license. Dad had basically taught me how to fly. He had
a Cessna 180 on floats. | decided to do my ride with an instructor who flew a PA 22 in Fairbanks, near our college, like the one we
have at the Museum. We went to about 6,000 ft. He put the plane into a spin and handed me the controls. (A placard on the in-
strument panel said “Do Not Spin this Aircraft”)

On October 1972 the instructor | had in 1965 that spun the PA-22,
picked up an Alaskan resident who was a congressman named Nick
Begich, Sr. and House Majority leader Hale Boggs. They were headed to
Juneau for a political rally. When they didn’t arrive one of the most ex-
tensive searches in history began. The pilot and two politicians were
never found.

While in Alaska | bought a Cessna 170 and on time off did some bush
flying in Alaska. Had a lot of fun fishing and hunting. Once | took off
headed for a dirt strip not far for some Salmon fishing in the Kenai Pen- & ; .
insula. | did a low recon. Seems OK. The strip was wet so my wheels just sank in. 1 did some fine fishing, then | called one of the
helicopters at a base close by to get me. The plane stayed there until a dry spell came along and | could fly out. Somewhat embar-
rassing in that | had been an instructor pilot at Ft. Stewart, GA and taught the elements for low recons. So much for a poor job this
time.

While | was in Viet Nam | had a vivid dream. ‘I had a mascot of a stuffed Snoopy Dog’. | had the window open while doing maneu-
vers and the Snoopy blew out. | landed the Snoopy and suddenly | was surrounded by Viet Cong. Glad it was only a dream.

In Viet Nam | flew a Cessna L-19 ‘Bird dog’. It could fly
low and slow and | could identify targets for the Army
for artillery missions. | had only been in Viet Nam
about a month. | was called for an immediate takeoff
to adjust artillery. My ‘Bird dog’ was in the shop and |
jumped in another L-19, did an abbreviated pre-flight
check, started a take-off in a 20-knot left crosswind.
Couldn’t get full left aileron, skipped sideways across
narrow runway, picked up concertina wire, barely got
airborne dragging the wire, seconds later right wing
struct a 5000-gallon fuel tanker truck, spun me around and headfirst hit a 10-foot berm. | was motionless. Engine was at a 45-
degree slant with AC. Tail section all twisted, flaps totally extended 60 degrees, fuel dripping from wings. Total write-off. The South
Vietnamese observer neglected to lock in his shoulder harness and hit me in the back of head and his collar bone, and | had a whip
lash. The crew chiefs had modified the pilot’s seat by adding about 4 inches of armor plating to the seat precluding the pilot to
extend his legs to get full aileron control. My preflight was hurried, missed this very important aspect. Always do a complete pre-
flight check!!! The Brigade Commander stopped all seat modification!!!

| was on patrol and instructed to fire on the Viet Cong at specific coordinates. | flew over a small group of what looked like old men
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and women and some children; farmers working in a field at those coordinates. They were just that after flying low enough to see
their eyes and | didn’t see any weapons. | radioed to my commanders as to their real identity who instructed me to fire on them
immediately. | agreed but adjusted the fire control coordinates a few clicks out of their way and called in an artillery fire for effect.
This war was very political, and enemy killed in action (KIA) and was reported to the news was extensive. It was for many of us a
choice of job obedience and conscience. Many of us, or say most of us, have scars from that war.

About 4 years ago | was in church and had a vision of a flight in Viet Nam. After | landed, we found 28 bullet holes through the air-
plane. I was not touched. | think this recent vision was a reminder that God is with us all the time. In the vision was an open hand
with a wrist wound like Christ’s; holding the bullets in the palm of his hand. I told
some of the folks in church about the vision and a woman artist made a painting of
the vision and gave it to me later.

And so ... we roam among each other in the Museum for the most part — unaware of
each of our histories. | have found that we all have stories. We all have biographies.
Some filled with life and death excursions in just living. Most of us are unaware of the
impact large and small that we have on others. | encourage each of our readers to
record some of the details of living that we can share with our families. In our own
skin sometimes, our lives don’t feel that important. Collectively each of us has our
own story.

NEWS ABOUT JOHNSON FIELD BY ALEX AND MARK

Airfield improvements include a new, much needed roof on Hangar 6. The project had to be delayed until money could be raised to
cover it and, in the meantime, Mark and Alex installed a roof-within-a-roof to keep the drips and stuff off their airplanes. After
three years, they now have a dry hangar! The only way to keep hangar
rents relatively low is for all of us to do what we can to maintain the
buildings and grounds. If that means giving up a few hours here and
there to keep things going, that’s a small price to pay and your help is
much appreciated.

Special recognition time: Jerry helped build and has been mowing the
runway for 35+ years (!) with help these past few years from other
members but the job has gotten bigger and Jerry needs some relief. We
need volunteers who can learn to operate the big tractor and mower.
Volunteers are also needed to learn and operate the zero-turn mower
that is used around the hangars and on the Museum grounds. If you can
put in a few hours from time to time, please contact Jerry at Moore
Farm Equipment in Hendersonville, 828-693-4968.

June 4th was a big day! The First Flight of the RV-4 built by Steve Murray 'f‘ :
and Mark Cigal. Steve took to the air first and he and Mark followed '
with multiple flights over the next few weeks. This is the first photo with air under the tires and you can see the excitement of the
takeoff and landing on YouTube at:

https://youtu.be/24C44CDC5IE?si=HKBSFhfCVv_5541X
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From the Hangar Deck by Dale Bartels

June 16, 2026: Ryan brought us a small trailer that he donated to the museum. Joe and Ryan folded it up and put it in our hangar. |
repaired some damage wires on its brake light system. Ryan, Joe, and | went looking for the battery in the Curtiss Robin, we found
that it had already been removed. Then we examined the damage on the Robin in order to formulate repairs at a later date. We
decided to make new fillet panels for its upper wing area. | helped Joe installed hold down straps on the gas tank tray for the Ben-
sen gyrocopter.

June 30, 2026: Chris worked on installing some wood strips on the Flivver’s fuselage. Ryan and Rick helped Joe recover the seats
from our tug. They made new board backings and installed new foam and seat fabric. The seats now look like a professional auto
trim shop had recovered them. | painted the fuel tank tray that will be installed on the Bensen gyrocopter. We hope everyone en-
joys this 4th of July and remembers how great our Nation has been for 250 years.

At the Smithsonian

The Curtiss JN-4D is almost synonymous with American aviation in the 1920s. The Jenny, as it was affectionately called, appeared
in 1917. Heretofore having only produced pusher aircraft, Glenn Curtiss hired an experienced European designer to lead the new
project named B. Douglas Thomas, who had worked for Avro and Sopwith in England. The Jenny performed admirably as a trainer
for the U.S. Air Service during World War |, but its more significant role in aviation history was as a barnstorming and mail-
carrying airplane in the 1920s. Large numbers of relatively inexpensive war surplus Jennys were available in the United States
after 1918. Its affordability, ease of operation, and versatility made the Jenny the signature airplane of the barnstorming era. The
Smithsonian acquired this Jenny in 1918 directly from the U.S. War Department. It is one of the finest remaining examples of this
truly classic airplane.

Guess this plane and it's daim to TV fame!
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Officers
Steve Lyons, President
Jeffrey Moore, Vice President
Vacant, Secretary
Bill Kelder, Treasurer

Board of Directors
Peter Leonard, Chairman
Jerry Moore. Vice Chair

Dan Ulmer, Acting Curator
Debby Schafer Recorder
Bill Kelder
Steve Lyons
Chris Rogine

Please refer all questions, comments or suggestions
to the museum administration email address
wncamadm8nc9@gmail.com

Welcome to our New Members this Month
Shane and Grayson Moore
Meg Meyer
Donald & Linda Levine
Doug Davidson
Fred and Madonna Swindall

Advertising pricing for Skylines
(Approved by Board of Directors 01-06-2015)

Run unchanged each month Run Once
for a year (12 Times)
Business Card size $100 $10
Quarter Page $200 $20
Half Page $350 $35
Full page $600 $S60

Air Museum Hours
Wednesday and Saturday 10-5
Sunday 12-5

The Air Museum is closed:

Easter Sunday, Memorial Day, Christmas and New
Years Day

“The museum’s timeshare at Hilton Head is still
available if you are interested, please contact Bill
Kelder @ 828-691-2030 email:
wncamadm8nc9@gmail.com”

Dave Bolser
Contact dmbolser@gmail.com
Information 856-885-3920

Honor Brick Order Form
Your contribution to the WNCAM Honor Brick program will help support the mission of the Museum now

and into the future.
Name of Contributor

Address

City

Telephone

Please accept my enclosed contribution of $50 to the “WNCAM Honor Brick Fund”
Mail your Honor Brick donation to: PO Box 2343, Hendersonville, NC 28793
Please engrave my brick with the following text (three lines, 15 characters per line—including spaces)



mailto:wncamadm8nc9@gmail.com
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ADVERTISEMENTS

PP W<

Raven's Iding School of
Art
A community of beginning and
accomplished artists where lives are
changed by finding passion in art.
www.ravenswingstudios.com

amakua54 @morrisbb.net
Don & Phoebe Blackwell

You can receive your own
personal name badge if
you wish for only $12.
Please remit $12 for each
name badge you wish to

Ask your flying
buddies and others to
join the Western North
Carolina Air Museum!

i ubhaks

201 Duncan Hill Road
Hendersonville, NC 28792

(828) 693-4968
Fax (828) 692-1532
Jerry Moore Bobby Moore  Wendie Chastain
Generat Manager PParts Manager Sates

Newsletter Mailing Notice

In our efforts to reduce over-
head we are no longer mailing
out the museum newsletter. As
a member you will receive your
copy of the “Skylines” museum
newsletter via email. Please
print your email address legibly
and if you don’t receive your
copy of the newsletter check
your SPAM file.

receive.

MEMBERSHIP FORM [ |New Member [ ]Renewal | ™

|:, ;nad[:;r;ﬁual I:l F;qrg;lr:r I:I Indi;;d;:]al Life D Far;;l:ﬂufe D car:: ;‘r:: :_Iu;tﬂh
Name Spouse or Other Name
Address
City State Zip
Phone Alternate Phone
Ermail

Newsletters are emailed monthly

Oecupation or skills you could share

Special Interests

Please submit this form with your check at the museum
donation box in the museum entrance, or mail with
your check to the address at the right.

WNCAM
PO Box 2343
Hendersonville, NC 28793-2343

Order a name badge for only $12 for each badge-just remit $12 for each.
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In The Movies

AIR MUSEUM

AHORROR HORDE OF CRAWL-AND-CRUSH GIANTS
GLAWING OUT OF THE EARTH

¥

FROM MILE-DEEP
GATAGOMBS!

"Ri ;

In the early 1950s Sci-Fi movies with monsters were nearly a weekly staple. And some featured the
newest or most interesting aircraft. In the movie, THEM, a discovery of a lair of giant ants is found by a
Sikorsky H-5 helicopter carrying the movies principal actors. Used by the USAF, USN and the Coast
Guard. The H-5
was especially
used in rescues.
The H-5 was
also used in the
1954 Korean
War film The 8= S .
Bridges at Toko- | & =
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Just in case you would like to see the real deal you can see one at the National
Museum of the USAF in Dayton, Ohio and the Pima Air Museum in Tucson, Arizo-
na, among several others.




