
 

 
 
 

WESTERN NORTH 
CAROLINA AIR MUSEUM 

        NEWSLETTER 

 

Meeting Update 

The May membership meeting will be held  

at the Museum! 

Thursday, June 25th 

Arrival 5:30 pm  Dinner at 6:00 pm 

Speaker: Mark Huneycutt  

Topic: Adventures in Paramotoring 

As always, the museum will provide hamburgers, hot dogs and 
condiments, still requesting a $ 5.00 donation per person, but 
since we all know the cost of food has risen considerably, if 
you can add a little more to your donation it would be greatly 
appreciated. Soda and water are still $ 1.00 

Please continue to bring those wonderful side items and des-
serts that we all enjoy so much. 

JUNE 2026 1340 E Gilbert St, Hendersonville, NC 28792  

President’s Corner 

With summer here we have longer hours at the Museum 
and with school out it is important we think of how to make 
it fun for young people. With the right presentation young 
people might enjoy the magic of flight, and become interest-
ed in something that may change their life. If you know any 
young people bring them to the Museum. Have them bring 
their friends. 
 
Young people have a perception of flying in passenger planes 
that are like busses. They don't have any idea of what flying 
in a small plane is like. Let's change that. If you have friends 
that have teenagers or young adults invite them to the Mu-
seum. Ask some of our members who have small planes to 
take them up for a ride. It will completely change their un-
derstanding of small aircraft. 
 
We need young people to want to understand what flying 
means to us. 

Here we are poised upon the threshold of summer, excited to showcase some new exhibits to the public during peak tourism sea-
son.  After a flurry of activity in the spring, we are slowing a bit to integrate our thoughts and plans;  the roof to hangar 6 is done 
and the celebrations can begin (the pilots like to party), the Memorial Garden is basically finished save for a few new plants- an 
ongoing discipline, Sandy Denn donated a beautiful wind chime to hang over the flower pots in honor of Al, and it adds a gorgeous 
melody to the entrance, and the Memorial Garden signage and honor plate is nearing completion to recognize those who have 
‘flown west’, those who really made our museum the jewel it is today.  That signage should be placed in the next month.  The 
drainage under Gilbert St has been replaced through a private project, but now we are studying the effects of the increased flow 
and dirt that comes through.  Ideas are being discussed, but we need more data.  Once we get a fix on this we will approach the 
drainage as part of a parking lot expansion to include better accessibility for handicap access.  Our goal is seek grants for some of 
this funding, so we have the summer to figure out the direction we need to go.   

  Plotting Our Course-Notes from the Board 
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Volunteer Notes By Bill Kelder 

Sadly, we must announce the passing of one of our long-time members and docent Bob Peck. He and his wife Wendy passed away 
March 25, 2026.  Please keep their family in your thoughts and prayers through this very difficult time.  (See, picture of Bob and 
Wendy) 
Here we go into the summer season, and more people are finding out about our little museum. In the month of May there were 
slightly more the 700 visitors coming through our doors and we expect that to increase as summer approaches. 
With the increase in visitation and the shortage of docents it is becoming increasingly difficult to cover the shifts required to keep 
our doors open during our published hours. If you are a docent, please invite a friend, neighbor, or family member to join you on 
your shift so they can get an idea of just how rewarding it is to carry on our legacy and become a docent. By the way hangar ten-
ants and pilots, we would love to have you join us. Even one three-hour shift a month will help tremendously.  
If you are interested in becoming a docent, please contact Steve Lyons 828-290-8730 email: sglyons46@gmail.com or Bill Kelder 
828-691-2030 email: billk@wncam.org. 
Docents please when you receive your copy of the monthly docent schedule from Steve, acknowledge that you received it or let 
him know if there is a problem with the dates he has scheduled you for. His contact information is 828-290-8730 email: sgly-
ons46@gmail.com. Keep in mind Steve puts many hours into creating this schedule and he needs your support. 
We will be creating a docent operations manual this month that will be in a three-ring binder at the docent desk. In this manual 
will be standard operation procedures and updates. Please review the manual each time you are working a shift for updates and 
announcements.  
Put on your calendar that the Museum will be open July 4th and we will have a float in the parade commemorating the Nation’s 
250th anniversary and how flight has contributed to our Nation’s history.  The float will be the Spirit of Saint Louis. We are asking 
anyone who would like to walk in the parade dressed in character as a historic aviation hero to let us know. So far, we have Amelia 
Earhart, a military jet pilot, and a commercial pilot. It would be nice to have Charles Lindbergh, the Wright Brothers and anyone 
else you can think of. If interested, please reach out to Kim Albright 828-974-1451 email: kima@wncam.org or Joy Kwapien 919-
619-3441 email: jrkwapien@gmail.com. 
The museum has changed internet and telephone service to a new provider, Skyrunner Internet. They are a local company based in 
Asheville. Making this change has decreased our monthly internet and phone expenses. By utilizing their phone and messaging 
service it will decrease the number of solicitation and robocalls the museum receives daily and ensure we follow up on phone mes-
sages on a timelier basis.  Looking into the future, Skyrunner can provide equipment that will allow us to expand our internet ser-
vice wirelessly, possibly adding security cameras as well as other communications options. 

Curator ’s Corner—Dan Ul lmer 

We continue to make progress on many fronts at the museum and here are a few examples: 
 
Our application has finally been approved and activated for free Google Workspace for Non-profits.  This means we now have a 
professional company email system and all the Google applications to give our staff the tools and cloud storage we need to grow 
and collaborate more effectively.  You will see this in our emails where we now have a site address of wncam.org for most of our 
staff. 
 
Our new website at wncam.org continues to be built out.  This is 
a major project that will elevate our website to a new level of 
performance. 
 
We have received another nice donation; a very detailed Wright 
Flyer model which we will use in a new exhibit to explain the 
world's first successful piloted, engine-powered, and controlled 
airplane.  It is always exciting to have new exhibits added that 
help tell the story of aviation. 
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“We make a living by what we get. We make a life by what we give”. 
                         Winston Churchill 
 
 We all see challenges ahead but none so great as that already faced in the almost four decades of the Museum's existence. Collec-
tively we carry on with challenges both meager and major. Collectively we endeavor in forward motion. Since our beginning in 
April of 1989, many have moved both upward to a higher realm or laterally to other parts of the country. I gratefully observe my 
favorite objects floating above and landed below holding undiscovered stories. I often forget the two-legged ones that seem to be 
ever present working on projects, sorting, cleaning and repairing. It was one of these individuals that I captured without announc-
ing my guarded intention. You see they are a modest lot doing what it takes to keep our doors open, dust removed, and roof in-
tact.  But... and what keeps me amused is how slippery they can be while trying to dodge my pen and microphone. So, as you see 
below, I surprised one of the above.  
 
Peter (Pete) Leonard was surrounded among aviators most of his life; “My father was stationed at France Field in Panama from 
1927 to 29. Here he had the luck of welcoming Charles Lindberg when he visited with the Spirit of St. Louis on his good will tour to 
South America. Lindberg returned in February of 1929 in a Sykorsky Amphibian making the first airmail delivery from the US to 
Panama. Dad wrote a letter to his mother in Boston which Lindberg delivered back to the US. It was the first airmail from Panama. 
I have that letter.   
 
“When I graduated from Military School I decided to pursue my interests in Oceanography. I enrolled in a two-year course in Ma-
rine Technology at Maine Vocational Technical. The school had just acquired a WWII mine sweeper (like the Calypso of Jacques 
Cousteau) from the moth ball fleet and needed someone to live onboard and watch over it. I took the job as ship keeper and this 
ship became my home for two years. 
Our first trip, when the mine sweeper was sea worthy, was to the Grand Banks to see the Soviet fishing fleet. This was during the 
cold war and we were in a retired coast guard ship. Never the less, our fearless captain decided to go right up to the big factory 
ship. We were even close enough for one of our students to throw the Russians a pack of cigarettes. Other times we would cruise 
to Miami to do classes in warmer water.  
 
Just before graduation from Maine Vocational Technical, I was 
called to report to work immediately at my job with Woods Hole 
Oceanographic. The emergency was that the nuclear sub 'Thresher' 
was lost with 123 people on board. We were needed to help with 
the search. I had experience with developing film so I worked with 
the deep-sea camera crew. Our second trip out I took command of 
the cameras and film processing. I got pictures of debris from the 
submarine. A photographer on board from Life Magazine took pic-
tures of me with the cameras, and I was in one of their issues. 
 
When I was not at sea, during the summer, a friend and I would fly to work in his Cessna from where I lived on Martha's Vineyard. 
We would practice touch and go's at the Martha's Vineyard airport. This was in the 1960's.  
 At the end of my first summer with the Oceanographic I was offered a job to spend a year on the USNS Eltanin doing deep sea 
photography along the Antarctic ice shelf.  
Before I began work, as a test of my abilities I had to take apart and rebuild their cameras.  Our first stop was Auckland, NZ where 
the ship was put in dry dock for maintenance.  I got to spend 6 weeks exploring NZ. I also flew over to Australia to spend a couple 
of weeks on the east coast going from Sydney up along the Great Barrier Reef and visiting friends I had made in NZ. After the Ant-
arctic trips I enrolled in college in Rochester, NY, still working summers for the Oceanographic. 
One of those summers we cruised to Puerto Rico where I took pictures in the Puerto Rican Trench, which is the deepest (over 5 
miles) area in the Atlantic. I processed the photos, then in the evening we would meet with Cousteau and his crew in the Calypso 
in San Juan. We reviewed the pictures determining where to dive in the submersible. 
The next summer I worked with Dr. Harold Edgerton whose company built the cameras I used. Edgerton was going with the 
Oceanographic to Santorini to meet with a Greek professor who had written a book about the lost continent of Atlantis, which 
exploded about 3,000 years ago. I signed on with them and filmed them initially. We then cruised to several Greek islands doing 
underwater photography. Then it was on to the Azores where I visited an operating whaling station and purchased whale teeth 
and jaw bone to do scrimshaw. 

Volunteer Forum by Joy Redfield Kwapien   Volunteer Highlight—  
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NEWS ABOUT JOHNSON F IELD BY ALEX AND MARK 

After graduation from RIT, with a degree in professional photography, I married my wife Yolanda. I continued working in Rochester 
where we lived. We bought a 136-year-old farmhouse and barn which we restored and were blessed with two children.  Our chil-
dren later moved to Ohio and Charlotte so we decided to move also.  
When we moved to NC seven years ago, I visited the WNCAM with my photo album in hand. In the album was a photo taken of my 
grandfather with a Waco 10 on Martha's Vineyard when he got his pilot’s license. I was thrilled to see the same plane in the muse-
um. Docents were needed so I signed onboard.” 
Peter is now the Chair on the Board of Directors, so we find him inspecting official papers as well as the calm beauty of our much 
admired treasures.    
 
See photos on page 5 

 
May 2026 began with an exciting cross country flight – and by cross country, we mean 
across THE Country. Mark Huneycutt flew his paramotor from the Pacific to the Atlantic, 
finishing (of course) at Kill Devil Hill where this whole modern flying thing started. A fel-
low flyer caught this photo of Mark at Centerville TN during the flight. Congratulations, 
Mark, on an epic event!  
 
Mark Cigal and Steve Murray have been working on an RV-4 for several years – Steve 
began the project and Mark joined him after Hurricane Helene flooded his RV-8, leading 
him to sell his airplane to the insurance company. After much tweaking, May 14 was 

engine run day and the first puffs 
of oil smoke led to a successful 
start and enough operating time 
to begin the process of leak checks and tightening of fittings, etc. There’s a 
lot to do before the first flight of a new airplane and both Steve and Mark 
have done it before. 
 
Meanwhile, we’ve learned that some of the North End gang – AKA the Stud-
nik brothers – have brought another RV-4 to the Airfield, joining Mark, Steve 
and Andrew Moore with these nifty little machines!  

 
We’ve welcomed Dennis Carlson to the Airfield and now it’s a pleasure to introduce 
Mary to our readers .. Dennis and Mary live in Mills River after an exciting life be-
tween the Pacific Northwest and Alaska. Dennis is in the latter stages of building his 
Just Aircraft Highlander, which means he is approaching the “90% done and 90% to 
go” stage ... During May he invited several of our Airfield denizens to participate in 
fabric covering of a wing. Sid Tolchin and Tim Higgins had a chance for some hands-
on experience, recalling the way things were done way back when. 
 
James Spurgeon FINALLY decided that the alluvial plain of our Airfield made for a 
friendly environment for the restoration of his 1935 Fairchild 24W.  James’ airplane 
is of the same design as the Fairchild in the Air Museum donated by the late Chet Phillips, but his model is powered by a Warner 
radial engine instead of the in-line Ranger engine. As in many cases, moving the airplane from its 
hangar at another airport involved removing the wings, loading on a trailer and unloading at 
James’ new digs in the Museum Hangar. Thanks to some great members, including Bill Kemper, 
Brian Leverson, Tim Higgins, Steve Kimmel, Mark Cigal and Alex Nelon, the work was completed in 
a few trips with James and Joyce bringing multiple bits and pieces along as  
they could be rounded up. The restoration of an especially rare antique airplane involves a lot of 
bits and pieces! I wonder what the drivers of oncoming cars thought when they saw an airplane 
fuselage coming down the road! 
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From the Hangar Deck by Dale Bartels 

May 5, 2026: Rick attempted to remove the lift cylinders from the museum’s  front end loader tractor, the hoses are on really tight. 

They put some penetrating oil on them and will attempt again next week.  Joe and Ryan worked on the Quickie II’s engine. We 

attempted to start it but the starter died on us! I painted the WWII Jeep’s new water pump. Chris continued with the Flivver resto-

ration. Loren painted the Brantly helicopter’s tail rotor blades. 

May 12, 2026: Loren painted the red stripe on the Brantly’s tail rotor. Joe and Ryan ran the motor-glider’s engine and later they ran 

the Schuckert’s engine. I put the recently donated aircraft tools into a new tool chest. Chris pressed on with his Flivver restoration 

project. Joe, Loren, and Ryan loosened the hydraulic hoses on the front-end loader tractor and later Rick removed the actuators. 

May26, 2026: Loren and I worked on fixing wire chafing points on the Schuckert’s engine. I cleaned the rust off of the rivets sets 

that were recently donated to us. Chris pressed on with the Flivver revival. Joe, Loren, and Ryan removed much of the mildew and 

dirt from the Quickie II’s wings and fuselage. 

June 01, 2026:  I was saddened to hear about Bob Peck and his wife’s deaths. Bob was a fellow veteran so he and I frequently 

talked about our military service. We were both avid book readers and would frequently discuss the writings of our favorite author 

(Erik Larson). Godspeed Bob. Then the most august member of our maintenance team (Loren) had to be hospitalized due to medi-

cal issues.  Just as I was feeling so blue, young Alice Black, (11 years old) show up to help us. This young girl is a pistol, she removed 

seven spark plugs from the Curtiss Robin’s engine and installed seven dehumidifier plugs all whilst standing on a ladder with no 

help from me, just some supervision. Chris continued his work on the Flivver. Joe made a bracket to install a fuel tank on to the 

Bensen gyrocopter. Ryan finished some painting on our tug. 

Pete’s Grandfather 
Pete’s Grandfather in front of WACO 10 
Pete involved in the search for the USS 
Thresher 



Air Museum Hours 

Wednesday and Saturday  10-5 

Sunday 12– 5 

The Air Museum is closed: 

Easter Sunday, Memorial Day, Christmas and New 

Years Day 
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Honor Brick Order Form 
Your contribution to the WNCAM Honor Brick program will help support the mission of the Museum now 
and into the future. 
Name of Contributor ______________________________________________________________________ 
Address  ________________________________________________________________________________ 
City  ________________________________  State  ________________  Telephone  ___________________ 
Please accept my enclosed contribution of $50 to the “WNCAM Honor Brick Fund” 
Mail your Honor Brick donation to:  PO Box 2343, Hendersonville, NC  28793 
Please engrave my brick with the following text (three lines, 15 characters per line—including spaces) 

____________________________________________________ 
____________________________________________________ 
____________________________________________________ 

 

Advertising pricing for Skylines 
(Approved by Board of Directors 01-06-2015) 

Run unchanged each month 
for a year (12 Times) 

Business Card size          $100 
Quarter Page                   $200 
Half Page                          $350 
Full page                           $600 

Run Once 
 

$10 
$20 
$35 
$60 

Welcome to our New Members this Month 
Philip Putman  

Officers 
Steve Lyons,  President 

Jeffrey Moore, Vice President 
Joy Redfield Kwapien, Secretary 

Bill Kelder, Treasurer 
 

Board of Directors 
Peter Leonard, Chairman 
Jerry Moore. Vice Chair 

Dan Ulmer, Acting Curator 
Debby Schafer Recorder 

Bill Kelder 
Steve Lyons 
Chris Rogine 

 
Please refer all questions, comments or suggestions 

to the museum administration email address 
wncamadm8nc9@gmail.com 

“The museum’s timeshare at Hilton Head is still 
available if you are interested, please contact Bill 
Kelder @ 828-691-2030 email: 
wncamadm8nc9@gmail.com” 

mailto:wncamadm8nc9@gmail.com


Ask your flying 

buddies and others to 

join the Western North 

Carolina Air Museum! 

 

ADVERT ISEMENTS 
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Newsletter Mailing Notice 
 

In our efforts to reduce over-
head we are no longer mailing 
out the museum newsletter. As 
a member you will receive your 
copy of the “Skylines” museum 

newsletter via email. Please 
print your email address legibly 

and if you don’t receive your 
copy of the newsletter check 

your SPAM file.  

You can receive your own 
personal name badge if 
you wish for only $12.  

Please remit $12 for each 
name badge you wish to 

receive. 



From 

 To: 

June 2026 

 

      Bob and Wendy Peck 
      May 25th, 2026 
      GONE WEST 
         "Not alone into the sunset but into 
           the company of friends who 
           have gone before them." 
           We will all miss you 
           Thank you for your many years of dedicated service. 

In Memoriam 

Honoring Don Buck—we placed his 
honor brick May 28, 2026 


