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President’s Corner

Schools will be closing soon for the summer and parents and
visitors will be looking for more activities with their children.
In April our phone calls were up 20%, and there were 10%
more searches online for us through queries such as “things
to do in Hendersonville”.

Our website received 5645 profile views! This underscores
the need for two things-a welcoming presence in person and
online. As greater numbers are drawn to our unique collec-
tion, extra friendly faces to process a sale or direct visitors to
the restroom go a long way. Come spend a few hours at the
museum and meet with visitors-more is going on all the
time.

And soon our new website will invite more visitors, as stories
are being filmed for each plane that will pique the interest of
tourists and locals. One docent isn’t really enough! We
have a few new docents, but still have vacancies that must
be filled. There is reference material available and the in-
structions for the credit card machine are taped to the coun-
ter! One of our newer docents makes it a point to study one
plane each time he is there and not busy, which is a great
way to continue to learn. COME ON OUT AND HELP.

Meeting Update

The May membership meeting will be held
at the Museum!
Thursday, May 28th
Arrival 5:30 pm Dinner at 6:00 pm

WNCAM Life member and Docent Mark Schreier will present
the movie “Living in the Age of Airplanes”. Mark is a retired
ATC Corporate Pilot, and FAA Safety Representative.

As always, the museum will provide hamburgers, hot dogs and
condiments, still requesting a $ 5.00 donation per person, but
since we all know the cost of food has risen considerably, if
you can add a little more to your donation it would be greatly
appreciated. Soda and water are still $ 1.00

Please continue to bring those wonderful side items and des-
serts that we all enjoy so much.

We will be remembering Don Buck, a very dedicated member
and leader who passed away over a year ago in April.

Urban Sketchers Asheville
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Volunteer Notes By Bill Kelder

During the month of April, we had over 500 guests tour the museum, and we expect to see these monthly totals rise as we ap-
proach the summer months. On April 14th we had an open house at the museum and about 25 individuals from our local attrac-
tions, Hendersonville Visitor’s Center, Asheville Regional Airport and the I-26 Welcome Center. All the folks seemed very im-
pressed, and many didn’t realize exactly where we are located or how much of an educational experience the museum, restoration
and the airfield offers.

Our first Membership Meeting back at the museum for 2026 was great! We had around 40 in attendance with lots of good food
and fellowship. Our Board Chairman, Pete Leonard manned the grill for delicious burgers and dogs-Thank you! Then, Bill Cosgrove,
one of our life members, gave a presentation on a WWII action entitled ” Firestorm Over Darmstadt, The Royal Family and the De-
struction of a City”. His personal connection to the city and visit there, with so many pictures and stories, helped us all understand
better this history. Thank you, Bill, for this presentation and hopefully more in the future. Please, if you have a presentation you
would like to share at an upcoming meeting, let me know. Bill Kelder 828-691-2030 billk@wncam.org.

More Urban Sketches

Sparinne

The WNCAM played a vital role in distributing supplies during the aftermath of Hurricane Helene’, and we are in a unique position
to lay the groundwork for a more strategic approach to another disaster. In June, a few of our members will attend a training ses-
sion on the Meshtec emergency communications system. This system (used by U.S. Special Forces) provides a low-power mesh
network for off-grid, peer-to-peer connectivity for critical communication without relying on cell towers or the internet. It is de-
centralized, with each device acting as a relay (node), passing messages along from node to node. With many of these in the area,
as well as one on Mt. Mitchell, we can plan to partner with others to support a more resilient system in the face of the next major
emergency.

And for other communication needs, the Board is considering a proposal to change our internet provider to one that will cost less
and provide better service, eventually reaching to a few of the hangars.

The other issue we face is water....unwanted water into hangar 6 due to the ice storm damage and the scheduled roof replace-
ment, then a plan to get highly desired water into the Aircraft Maintenance and Restoration hangar. For hangar 6, a delay was
encountered due to insulation needs, but perhaps, weather permitting, this project will be done by month’s end. For Restoration,
a cost analysis has been approved and specifics need to be identified, such as sinks, perhaps a water heater, piping, etc. Right
now, there is access to a hose outside in warmer weather, but anyone who has done a project with paint, motors, glues, and ma-
chining parts knows, water is a necessity. All year long, since they work every Tuesday all year long.

Finally, the Board is looking at Operational Procedures. Our By-laws refer to such a beast, but we are still working on specifics.
Soon a decision will be made for discretionary budgetary needs for the President and officers, and also lay ground rules for how
projects get approved in the future. These procedures will touch all aspects of the organization and help guide our growth, plus
with our new cloud storage will not be washed away like so many of our original records in Helene.
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Curator’s Corner—Acting Curator Dan Ullmer

Two changes have been completed recently at the museum.

The model aircraft above the offices and conference room have been adjusted so they can be seen more clearly and appear to be

taking flight. We also moved the wonderful model of the 1946 Fairchild 24-R to the front so it can be appreciated and more easily
compared to the full-size aircraft on the floor. The museum received a scale model of the Spirit of St Louis donated by Bob Centra-
chio. With this and some framed art, we created a new exhibit celebrating Charles Lindbergh's historic first flight across the Atlan-
tic.

Our new website wncam.org is being created online to help us with finalizing our free Google Workspace for nonproﬁts The web-
site is a long way from completion but our old site at WNC Air Muse- ; g ;
um.com is still active and the main site. !

A wonderful group of visitors came to the museum this past week,
artists from Urban Sketchers Asheville. We have many pictures of their §
great work, some in this newsletter, and some on Facebook. Eventual-
ly our new website will have the space to display many more photo-
graphs from the museum, air field and restoration groups.

Western North Carolina Air Museum
The all volunteer aviation history museum!
WWW.wncairmuseum.com

Volunteer Forum by Joy Redfield Kwapien Volunteer Highlight— Chris Rogine

‘We who fly do so for the love of flying. We are alive in the air with this
miracle that lies in our hands and beneath our feet’
Cecil Day-Lewis

My love for old planes and flying them started on Long Island, New York. As a boy of around nine years old, | started hanging out
at Zahn’s airport and Bayport Airport. | liked to watch antique airplanes fly around the area. | eventually joined the Antique Air-
plane Club of Greater New York. For many years, as a member, | flew WACOs, Fleets and Travel Airs. We flew over the beaches
and friends’ farms. At 17 years old | started working at Zahn’s Airport. | drove the gas truck, filled up airplanes and taxied J-3 cubs
and Cessna 150s. Then the flying lessons in J-3 cubs began at Zahn'’s.

In 1974 | started flying Rogallo Hang Gliders, a rather dangerous sport at the time. It was a new sport and not many people had
much experience. To pay for flying lessons and part time college, | bought a clam boat and dug for clams in the Great South Bay in
all types of weather. Later, | started building homes. Somehow, | decided to learn how to make stained glass windows and lamps,
eventually opening a shop. Finally, it was time to go full time to college. | enrolled at SUNY Oswego, where | learned how to be a
metalsmith, jeweler, and teacher.

In 1983 | got a job as a jewelry model maker in the Hudson Valley New York area. My
designs were at Macy’s, JC Penney, Zales and independent jewelry stores. Now, | was in
the town where my childhood fantasy became a reality. | was part of Cole Palen’s Old
Rhinebeck Aerodrome, a living, flying museum with weekend airshows from June until
October. What a feeling it was to be flying in a 1929 Curtiss Fledgling, shooting down
two Fokker Triplanes in the airshows, and driving antique cars, motorcycles, and trucks,
also in the shows. | was responsible for the maintenance of three pioneer aircraft in the
airshows, a 1910 Curtiss Pusher, a 1909 Bleriot, and a 1910 Hanriot. During my years
there | restored a 1940 Taylorcraft, a 1918 Albatross D.Va fuselage, and a 1918 Curtiss
Jenny wing. My two kids were also part of the airshows, which made my heart soar into
the heavens!

| later became a high school teacher for 30 years. | also taught boat building, welding,
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Mechanical & Architectural drawing, Jewelry making, and Pre-Engineering. The best jobs in the world and the most fun!

In my own shop | bought, restored and sold many types of airplanes; a Piper cub, Nieuport 17, Hatz biplane, Pietenpol Air Camper,
Acey Deucy and an SE 5a. Some of them | flew and the rest were sold; sort of a way to finance flying as | raised a family. After the
children went off to college and had lives of their own, it was time to get out of snow country. We had a beautiful place to raise a
family and | am grateful for that.

After many motorcycle trips coming to the Southern states, we decided on Brevard, NC. In 2017 | joined the WNCAM restoration
crew. For the last 7 months | have been restoring a 1926 Storms Flying Flivver. It is great working with such talented people, all
looking forward to the new momentum at the museum. This May | am planning to go hang gliding one last time at Lookout Moun-
tain, TN.

NEWS ABOUT JOHNSON FIELD BY ALEX AND MARK

April started off well when Museum member Peter Fontaine sent some special equipment over to punch through the silt layer on
the airfield, allowing water to drain through to the subsoil. Peter did this to his own private runway and it helped a lot. That, and

Glenn Gordon’s efforts smoothing the surface have given us a good start. It’s not a golf course like Triple Tree Aerodrome yet, but
we’re seeing — and feeling — progress as we take off and land. At this stage, a little rain to green up the grass wouldn’t hurt! What-

ever happened to “April showers”? \ .\ \ y 'WIW“ ’ " -
! AL S A
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The Murray/Cigal RV-4 heard its engine for the first time since the project began 4
% years ago! Mark Cigal tickled the starter on April 7th and the run was a success!
FAA inspectors came on April 23rd to look everything over and Steve Murray and
Mark were left holding their Airworthiness Certificate! More pictures at

eaal016.org ... CONGRATULATIONS Steve and Mark !! i

e

The big event in April was the annual Sun n Fun Fly-In at Lakeland FL, and a num-
ber of our Airfield friends made the trip. Nancy and Jerry Marstall were there in
their volunteer role, as they have been for many years. Roger Benton flew his Pip-
er Saratoga and many hit the road for the drive down. Eric McMahan, Waylon
Woodall and Shane Hammac, The SHUT UP AND FLY! guys, teamed up in their Ultralights to make the 11-hour, 2-day trip (or was it
3 days?) each way and came home with tales of adventure that will be the subject of the EAA meeting at the Air Museum on May
12th.

o
e

It was a real treat for some of us when old friend Simon Jennings /1[
dropped into AVL in a Cirrus Vision Jet and gave us a tour. Simon
dropped out of a successful career with Borg Warner to pursue his , : _
dream of flying for a living. We joke that he took the vow of poverty to g ‘ P
do this, but he persevered and is now a senior instructor and demo - %
pilot for, arguably, the most successful light aircraft manufacturer in
the country. We counted 4 of the jets on the AVL ramp and many,
many propeller-driven Cirruses. Showing up were the guy on the tug in
the background, Sid Tolchin, Simon, George Heddy, Brian Leverson,
George's friend from his engineering days, and Meg Meyer. We also
took a tour of Rachel Shannon’s brand-new Citation Jet but didn’t get g : b
pictures!! My fault .. we’ll visit there again when we can spend a little time with this beautiful air-
plane. Rachel has just been named Chief Pilot at her company and spent a LOT of time at the mu-
seum with her son, Clay, during the cleanup after Hurricane Helene.

v

;( )

Congratulations to Mark Huneycutt on the completion of his coast-to-coast flight under the cano-
py of his paramotor! Mark, we’re looking forward to a recap of that adventure soon.

As always: Contact us with any questions: Alex Nelon 828-595-5950, Mark Cigal 860-930-5453
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From the Hangar Deck by Dale Bartels

April 7, 2026: Richard and | did some work on the Schuckert’s engine. Later we went and adjusted the WWII Jeep carburetor. Rich-
ard, being a young man, did not know how to drive a manual transmission so | gave him a lesson in the Jeep. Joe, Ryan, and Rick
washed the tug and later started painting it Navy gray. Loren worked on figuring out how to make some cable fairlead covers and
how to glue them on the Schuckert airplane. Chris continued with the Storm’s Flivver restoration.

April 14, 2026: | went to check the WWII Jeep for a suspected fuel leak, but we had too many visitors in the museum so | could not
run its engine. Ryan and Rick continued painting the tug. Chris cut out some wood panels and installed them on the Flivver’s fuse-
lage. Loren installed the fairlead covers that he had made, onto the Schuckert’s empennage. Joe reinstalled the weight bar onto
the tug. Joe and Ryan ran the Schuckert’s engine. We had several visitor who came to the open house event, walk down and visit
the maintenance hangar. One of them may become a volunteer with us.

April 21, 2026: Joe, Loren, and Rick removed the starter from the tug, cleaned the Bendrix drive, and reinstalled same. Ryan
cleaned, sorted tools, and marked tool drawers. Chris continued his work on the Flivver restoration project. Ryan and | repaired a
broken tachometer wire. Joe, Loren, Chris, Rick, and | worked on removing the engine from the Quickie Il airplane. It was quite
aggravating but we got it done.

April 27, 2026: Loren and Ryan replaced the inner tube in the J-5’s left tire and reinstalled both wheel pants. Rick and Ryan helped
Chris assemble the new English wheel and get it mounted on a stand. | helped Joe check the ignition circuit on the Quickie I1’s en-
gine. Then Joe worked on replacing its fuel lines. Chris continued his work on the Flivver aircraft.

May 05, 2026: Loren and Ryan prepped the Brantley helicopter’s tail rotor blades for painting. Rick and | ran the WWII Jeep to
troubleshoot a water leak and we found the water pump’s shaft seal leaking. Chris pressed on with the Flivver restoration project.
Joe along with the whole crew fought to get the engine reinstalled on the Quickie II. It took two attempts and a lot of cussing to
finally get it installed. | have never seen such a poorly designed engine installation on any aircraft.

A Growing Concern
E . ‘);;". e A

FYrevenseels » Lanilcafnw dnaign

1707 Sparanburg Hhwy

NC 28794

Hendersanvilk

828-0697-2772

ARTOWINRCONCCMZOR g munl Cody

Mefirey Yusem

Support your WNC Air Museum
« Renew your membership
: weC-) 4 « Attend monthly meetings
(U(Hat Rock = « Become a docent

o Volunteer to help

For more information contact Bill Kelder at
828 691-2030

dishes & more
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Officers
Steve Lyons, President
Jeffrey Moore, Vice President
Joy Redfield Kwapien, Secretary
Bill Kelder, Treasurer

Board of Directors
Peter Leonard, Chairman
Jerry Moore. Vice Chair

Dan Ulmer, Acting Curator
Debby Schafer Recorder
Bill Kelder
Steve Lyons
Chris Rogine

Please refer all questions, comments or suggestions
to the museum administration email address
wncamadm8nc9@gmail.com

Welcome to our New Members this Month

Air Museum Hours
Wednesday and Saturday 10-5
Sunday 12-5

The Air Museum is closed:

Easter Sunday, Memorial Day, Christmas and New
Years Day

Advertising pricing for Skylines
(Approved by Board of Directors 01-06-2015)

Run unchanged each month Run Once
for a year (12 Times)
Business Card size $100 $10
Quarter Page $200 $20
Half Page $350 $35
Full page $600 $S60

Recycle your cans!

The Museum needs your cans—sorted
and with labels removed—of course!
These go a long way to help fund our |
activities. Imagine if every aluminum and ===
steel can tossed away in Henderson 1
County found their way to the museum ,’
for recycling... 144

“The museum’s timeshare at Hilton Head is still
available if you are interested, please contact Bill
Kelder @ 828-691-2030 email:
wncamadm8nc9@gmail.com”

Dave Bolser
Contact dmbolser@gmail.com
Information 856-885-3920

Honor Brick Order Form
Your contribution to the WNCAM Honor Brick program will help support the mission of the Museum now

and into the future.
Name of Contributor

Address

City

Please accept my enclosed contribution of $50 to the “WNCAM Honor Brick Fund”
Mail your Honor Brick donation to: PO Box 2343, Hendersonville, NC 28793
Please engrave my brick with the following text (three lines, 15 characters per line—including spaces)

Telephone



mailto:wncamadm8nc9@gmail.com
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ADVERTISEMENTS

PP W<

Raven's Iding School of
Art
A community of beginning and
accomplished artists where lives are
changed by finding passion in art.
www.ravenswingstudios.com

amakua54 @morrisbb.net
Don & Phoebe Blackwell

You can receive your own
personal name badge if
you wish for only $12.
Please remit $12 for each
name badge you wish to

Ask your flying
buddies and others to
join the Western North
Carolina Air Museum!

i ubhaks

201 Duncan Hill Road
Hendersonville, NC 28792

(828) 693-4968
Fax (828) 692-1532
Jerry Moore Bobby Moore  Wendie Chastain
Generat Manager PParts Manager Sates

Newsletter Mailing Notice

In our efforts to reduce over-
head we are no longer mailing
out the museum newsletter. As
a member you will receive your
copy of the “Skylines” museum
newsletter via email. Please
print your email address legibly
and if you don’t receive your
copy of the newsletter check
your SPAM file.

receive.

MEMBERSHIP FORM [ |New Member [ ]Renewal | ™

|:, ;nad[:;r;ﬁual I:l F;qrg;lr:r I:I Indi;;d;:]al Life D Far;;l:ﬂufe D car:: ;‘r:: :_Iu;tﬂh
Name Spouse or Other Name
Address
City State Zip
Phone Alternate Phone
Ermail

Newsletters are emailed monthly

Oecupation or skills you could share

Special Interests

Please submit this form with your check at the museum
donation box in the museum entrance, or mail with
your check to the address at the right.

WNCAM
PO Box 2343
Hendersonville, NC 28793-2343

Order a name badge for only $12 for each badge-just remit $12 for each.
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At Other Air Museums

You may have heard that a new version of Air Force One is set to day view on July 4th! It’s a re-purposed Boeing 747 donated by
the nation of Qatar. The new Air Force One is being painted in red, white, and blue and should make a big splash as it flies ober
Washington DC on the 4th.

While you may not get to ride on this new version of Air Force One that are at
least two other versions that you can visit. At the National Museum of the
U.S. Air Force (Dayton, Ohio) you can see the Boeing VC-137C used by eight
presidents. It carried John F. Kennedy to Dallas and served as the site of :
Lyndon B. Johnson’s inauguration. You can also tour FDR's VC-54C Sacred Cow ¢
and Truman's VC-118 Independence.

SAM 27000, now located at the Reagan Presidential Library is the second of
the two Boeing VC-137C aircraft that were specifically configured and maintained for the use of the president of the United States.
SAM 27000 served seven presidents in its twenty-nine years of service: Richard Nixon, Gerald Ford, Jimmy Carter, Ronald Reagan,
George H. W. Bush, Bill Clinton, and George W. Bush.

Yet another Air Force One is at the Pima Air and Space Museum in §
Tucson, AZ. This aircraft (a military version of the DC-6) famously
served as Air Force One for Presidents John F. Kennedy and
Lyndon B. Johnson.




