
 

 
 
 

WESTERN NORTH 
CAROLINA AIR MUSEUM 

        NEWSLETTER 

 

Meeting Update 

The April membership meeting will be held  

Back at the Museum! 

Thursday, April 23 

Arrival 5:30 pm  Dinner at 6:00 pm 

 

Presently we do not have a speaker.  If someone 
would like to step up. Please contact Bill Kelder 
828-691-2030 

The Museum will provide hamburgers and hot 
dogs for a $ 5.00 donation per person. Soda and 
water are $1.00.  

Please bring a dish to share 

 

APRIL 2026 1340 E Gilbert St, Hendersonville, NC 28792  

President’s Corner 

Spring is busy with repairs and maintenance needed on our 
Johnson Field hangars as roofing issues were compounded 
by the ice storm damage on one hangar and smaller repairs 
on support beams are scheduled.  The field got it’s annual 
“roll out”, prepping it for the expected air traffic this season.  
Our Acting Curator, Dan Ullmer, is developing more exhibits, 
filming me telling the stories of this wonderful collection, 
with plans to make these films accessible at the museum and 
on our website.  Dan is also spearheading the upgrade of the 
website, stay tuned.  
 
Also, although not a museum pro-
ject, the culvert on E Gilbert St 
that sits at the edge of our muse-
um was repaired in a multistep 
operation with lots of heavy 
equipment.  The final result has 
repaired road and Helene damage 
and addressed water drainage 
under the road and onto our 
property.  With the removal of 
diseased trees the area is opened 
up and visible from the street, and the culvert is much im-
proved.  
 
As we enter the summer tourist season, we add about 10 
more docent shifts to the monthly schedule. At the same 
time, many docents are planning summer trips and activities. 
Since the primary goal of the museum is to be available to 
educate and entertain tourists and local residents, it is im-
perative that we have more docents available.   
 
Please consider becoming a docent. It is not necessary to be 
a pilot, as we have training material to familiarize you with 
the airplanes. It is great fun. Try it. 

A Final Farewell for Al Denn 
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Volunteer Notes By Bill Kelder 

We are heading into our summer hours, Wednesday and Saturday 10 to 5 and Sunday Noon to 5. With these increased hours 

and the loss of several long-time members who were docents we are at a point where we may not be able to cover the shifts 

required. Summer is our busiest time and donations and Gift Shop sales generated during the summer months are vital for the 

museum’s operational costs.  

Aviation background or knowledge is not a requirement to be a Docent,  just a desire to greet our guests and make them feel 

welcome. We can provide you with the rest. A shift is only 2 ½ hours and one shift or as many as you would like to do would 

help tremendously.  For more information, please contact Steve Lyons @ 828-290-8730 email: sglyons46@gmail.com or Bill 

Kelder @ 828-691-2030 email: wncamadm8nc9@gmail.com, Thank You 

Some upcoming events we are working on and if you can help us, we would appreciate it:  

Open house April 14th Tuesday 11-2. Inviting representatives from the local tourist bureaus and other attractions in the area 

to become reacquainted with the museum. Snacks will be served.  Can you make cookies or bring a treat?  Come along and wel-

come the local area organizations that help put us on the map. 

June 13th 11-2 Free dog, drink and chips day ($ 5.00 suggested donation). Open to the public and we will be reaching out to 

the Flying community in hopes of getting some folks to fly in. Also planned are a bake sale and aviation yard sale of miscellane-

ous items we have collected in the museum. 10 % off in the Gift Shop. 

July 4th we are considering putting a float in the Hendersonville 250th Year Parade-do you have talents to contribute to this?  

What a great advertisement it would be for WNCAM!   

September 4th through Monday the 7th Apple Festival. More information to follow.  Last year we had extra volunteers for 

parking help and monitoring the crowds inside the museum, directing folks to restrooms, etc.  We need many hands!  

For more information on any or all of these events please contact: Bill Kelder @ 828-691-2030 email: 

wncamadm8nc9@gmail.com 

 

 
 
 
 

Johnson Field has enlarged the Museum’s footprint, and with it, the upkeep.  This month the Board looked at roofing quotes for a 
hangar and equipment to manage the grounds more efficiently.  Our aviation community has added so much to the presence of 
the museum, and with summer “fly-ins” in the plans, we offer a unique experience for visitors, much more engaging than the aver-
age museum.  Glenn Gordon has faithfully served as grounds keeper and busy volunteer, so we want to provide the tools to him 
for his labor of love, mowing and maintaining the airfield.   
 
The front of the museum got a big face lift (see photos on back page), removing swamp grass and dead bushes (thanks Glenn!), 
and planting new greenery and a memorial cherry tree dedicated to Al Denn (donated by Hillside Nursery).  Professional landscap-
ers (thanks to Mark Cigal) labored alongside volunteers (Bill K, Loren & Deb S, Alex N, Mark C) to plant and mulch and edge the 50’ 
space. Chairman of the Board Pete Leonard built a removable screen to camouflage the unsightly gas meter.  Beautiful blue glazed 
pots (donated by Bloomfields of Flat Rock) were stocked with flowers (donated by A Growing Concern) and evergreens.  Soon the 
Memorial Garden signage (donated by Big O Signs) will be affixed to the building along with the names of those who worked so 
hard to make this museum the gem it is in our region.  Clearly, the museum has wonderful support from the community, so thank 
these businesses when you patronize them!  See the advertisement section for details on each business.  

  Plotting Our Course-Notes from the Board 



Curator ’s Corner—Act ing Curator Dan Ul lmer  
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We’re excited to share that we have been approved for Google Workspace for Nonprofits at no cost. As part of this upgrade, we 
are rolling out new email addresses for all regular volunteers using our new domain, WNCAM.org. This change will give our com-
munications a more professional appearance while also providing access to shared tools such as a common calendar, cloud stor-
age, and a suite of useful applications. 
 
Work will begin in earnest this month on the development of our new website at WNCAM.org. Once completed, we will redirect 
traffic from our current site. While the old website has served us well, it has become outdated and presents some security con-
cerns. Our new site will be more engaging and interactive, offering visitors the opportunity to learn about our museum before 
they even arrive. Think of it as our virtual museum in the cloud, accessible to audiences across the United States. 
 
We were also honored to be featured in a wonderful article in the Flat Rock Together web magazine this month. You can view the 
story at www.flatrocktogether.com. The writing and storytelling by Bruce Holliday are truly exceptional, and we are grateful for 
the thoughtful coverage of our museum. 
 
Western North Carolina Air Museum 
The all volunteer aviation history museum! 
www.wncairmuseum.com 

 
 
 

 
“He (Arthur Dent) spent a lot of time flying. He lernt to communi-
cate with birds 
and discovered that their conversation was fantastically boring. It 
was all to do 
with wind speed, wing spans, power- to- weight ratios and a fair bit 
about berries. 
                                 Douglas Adams 
 
My very first experience with flying was when I was 12 yrs old. I was 
with a group of explorer scouts who went for a ride in an Army Air 
Force C47. It was at Orchard airport outside of Chicago. This was in 
1947. Because of military regulation we had to wear a parachute. I 
was a skinny kid, the parachute was moving all about me. I thought 
to myself, 'it would take two big guys to throw me out of this airplane!' 
My next experience was in 1959, in a Republic Airlines DC3 at Midway airport. I flew up to northern Wisconsin. At the time Mid-
way was the busiest airport in America. I loved being in the air but circumstances did not allow my dream of being a pilot, until 
later. When I was about 40 years old, I thought if not now? When? I went for a ride on a 172 with a fellow I was working with. This 
created more enthusiasm for flying. Closest to me was an airport that offered sailplane or glider training. I ended up with 14 hours 
of dual instruction sailplane training.  Because it was more convenient to arrive back at an airport, I found nearby a 152 and 172 
for flying lessons. This is where I was signed off for my private license. 
 
By 1978 I had flown in, probably 20 different aircraft, including the Beech Baron and the Ford Trimotor. I still belong to a flying club 
called the Chicago Sunday Morning Breakfast Club. Joyce was regularly first officer and radio operator on our group flights. I have 
flown in pretty much all of the Cessnas, 140 to 310, J3's and Taylor craft and Luscomoes, and ridden with Dennis Dunlap and his 
Stearman. 
 
I had just one close call. It was 2008. We were flying my friend’s Piper Cherokee back home from the airshow in Lakeland, Fl when 
we lost the engine just east of Atlanta. The engine began to shake violently and we were losing altitude. We found the closest   

Volunteer Forum by Joy Redfield Kwapien   Volunteer Highlight— The Greens 
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NEWS ABOUT JOHNSON F IELD BY ALEX AND MARK 

The Greens (cont’d)   
port and did a 180, continuing to lose altitude. We could see we were not going to make the airport. Below were trees and houses. 
Suddenly we could see a field in the distance, probably a cow pasture. Hopefully no cows. We came down fine, not a scratch on 
either of us. Airplane ok. The problem was, the pasture was next to, and part of the Georgia State Prison System. We suddenly had 
a lot of company. Fire trucks and police cars everywhere. We had to stay there two days while the FAA went over everything. I 
thought we were going to be residents next door. They actually thought we were going to grab a prisoner. There were cows in the 
pasture but they moved when they saw us. When the inspector opened the cowling there was black oil everywhere. There was a 
hole in the side of the crank case. This was near Milledgeville, GA. I don't recommend it as a tourist spot.      
 
I lived in the Chicago area most of my life. I worked for a large commercial industrial electrical contractor. I worked on the Sears 
Tower for almost 3 years.  I spent a good part of 1983 in Saudi Arabia. I volunteered to go there to help finish an addition to a hos-
pital for women and children.  I carried my passport and the phone number of the American Embassy in my pocket all of the time. I 
was there because of my work with the Chicago Electrical company. The Chicago electrical code is the most restrictive in the US. 
The architect in Saudi Arabia was the one I was familiar with in Chicago. This hospital was in a desert about 300 miles out, built in a 
city from scratch for about 70,000 people. The local king wanted a military college and all the infrastructure of a city.  Camels and 
donkeys run wild in the desert.  On a moonless night it is easy to run into them on the highways.  If you can grab one, they are 
yours. 
 
The first airplane that was mine with a partner was a Champion 7 EC. Then I purchased my 175 which I enjoyed very much. Until 
the insurance company wanted to double my premium because I turned 76 years old.  We moved to North Carolina because I had 
a brother who had been here since 1966.  Before leaving Illinois, I explored airfields from Hickory to Lenore and decided on Hen-
dersonville where we had lived for the past ten plus years.  There are a lot of interesting things to do here, one being visiting small 
towns in the area new to us.   To keep my reflexes sharp, I started taking drum lessons downtown on the snare drum which is brain 
stimulating, challenging and fun. 

The old saying was true … March came in like a lion and now April comes in .. Like a lamb? We sure hope so. The winds of March 
were pretty stiff when it came to flying. That doesn’t mean there was no flying – we just had to pick our day and time. 
Our local EAA Chapter 1016 meeting on April 14 will host Mike Moran, the FAAST team program manager from the Charlotte FSDO. 
The subject will be recent Loss of Control accidents in our district. We wonder if the March winds had anything to do with the sub-
ject? 
 
Jerry Moore and Glenn Gordon have been mowing and rolling 
the runway and Airfield grounds during March. The lack of rain 
has had a beneficial effect, drying the soil. An additional boost 
was the removal of beaver dams in the conservation area north 
of New Hope Rd. The removal lowered the water level in the 
drainage ditches – something we’ve looked forward to since 
before Helene. 
 
Glenn Gordon and Jerry Moore put their skills to use to “roll” the 
airfield in the tractor financed by the Community Foundation of 
Henderson County 
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From the Hangar Deck by Dale Bartels 

Support your WNC Air Museum 
• Renew your membership 
• Attend monthly meetings 
• Become a docent 
• Volunteer to help 

For more information contact Bill Kelder at  
828 691-2030 

March 17, 2026: Well, it’s St Pat’s Day so we had some Irish soda bread for our snack , Erin Go Bragh!  I gave Richard a short lesson 

on aircraft drills. Chris continued his work on the Flivver restoration project. Joe and Ryan worked on the motor-glider’s cockpit 

interior. Loren and Rick made gaskets for the tug’s carburetor.  I drilled up a carburetor adaptor for the tug and Loren used a rotary 

file to elongate the holes. Congrats to our young helper, Richard, for passing his private pilot written exam. 

March24, 2026: Chris worked on the tail section of the Flivver airplane. Loren and I mounted our new vise on to the welding table. 

Rick and Loren finished installing the carburetor, on the tug’s engine.  Loren mounted a sign in memory of Al Denn that will be put  

out by the newly planted tree next to the flagpole.  Ryan painted some parts for Chris. We all lifted the weight bar off of the tug 

and then jacked the tug up. We removed the RH rear tires and attempted to bleed the brake but the master cylinder is leaking.  

March 28, 2026: It was a sad day as Joe, Loren, Chris, Rick, and I, 

along with friends and family met at the museum for a memorial 

service for our late curator, Al Denn. His wife and daughters pre-

sented us with a slide show of Al’s life. Later, we all stood at the 

edge of the runway while an airplane scattered Al’s ashes over it. 

Godspeed Al Denn, you will be missed. 

March 30, 2026: Joe installed a new brake master cylinder, from 

a 1966 Mustang, on the tug and then with help from Rick he bled 

the brakes and reinstalled all the rear wheels. Richard and I went 

and started the WWII Jeep to test its carburetor that was recently rebuilt.  Loren safety wired the Schuckert’s oil filter and then 

corrected the improper installation of its elevator hinge bolts. Chris pressed on with his restoration work on the Flivver. Ryan 

worked on a donated paramotor and ran its engine. 



Air Museum Hours 

Wednesday and Saturday  10-5 

Sunday 12– 5 

The Air Museum is closed: 

Easter Sunday, Memorial Day, 4th of July, Christmas 

and New Years Day 
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Honor Brick Order Form 
Your contribution to the WNCAM Honor Brick program will help support the mission of the Museum now 
and into the future. 
Name of Contributor ______________________________________________________________________ 
Address  ________________________________________________________________________________ 
City  ________________________________  State  ________________  Telephone  ___________________ 
Please accept my enclosed contribution of $50 to the “WNCAM Honor Brick Fund” 
Mail your Honor Brick donation to:  PO Box 2343, Hendersonville, NC  28793 
Please engrave my brick with the following text (three lines, 15 characters per line—including spaces) 

____________________________________________________ 
____________________________________________________ 
____________________________________________________ 

 

Advertising pricing for Skylines 
(Approved by Board of Directors 01-06-2015) 

Run unchanged each month 
for a year (12 Times) 

Business Card size          $100 
Quarter Page                   $200 
Half Page                          $350 
Full page                           $600 

Run Once 
 

$10 
$20 
$35 
$60 

Welcome to our New Members this Month 
Renne Barolet and son Ian Piemarini 

Officers 
Steve Lyons,  President 

Jeffrey Moore, Vice President 
Joy Redfield Kwapien, Secretary 

Bill Kelder, Treasurer 
 

Board of Directors 
Peter Leonard, Chairman 
Jerry Moore. Vice Chair 

Dan Ulmer, Acting Curator 
Debby Schafer Recorder 

Bill Kelder 
Steve Lyons 
Chris Rogine 

 
Please refer all questions, comments or suggestions 

to the museum administration email address 
wncamadm8nc9@gmail.com 

Recycle your cans! 
 

The Museum needs your cans—sorted 
and with   labels removed—of course!  
These go a long way to help fund our 

activities.  Imagine if every aluminum and 
steel can tossed away in Henderson 

County found their way to the museum  
for recycling... 

“The museum’s timeshare at Hilton Head is still 
available if you are interested, please contact Bill 
Kelder @ 828-691-2030 email: 
wncamadm8nc9@gmail.com” 

mailto:wncamadm8nc9@gmail.com


Ask your flying 

buddies and others to 

join the Western North 

Carolina Air Museum! 

 

ADVERT ISEMENTS 
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Newsletter Mailing Notice 
 

In our efforts to reduce over-
head we are no longer mailing 
out the museum newsletter. As 
a member you will receive your 
copy of the “Skylines” museum 

newsletter via email. Please 
print your email address legibly 

and if you don’t receive your 
copy of the newsletter check 

your SPAM file.  

You can receive your own 
personal name badge if 
you wish for only $12.  

Please remit $12 for each 
name badge you wish to 

receive. 



From 

 To: 

April 2026 

 


