
 

 
 
 

WESTERN NORTH 
CAROLINA AIR MUSEUM 

        NEWSLETTER 

 

Meeting Update 

The February membership meeting will not be held 
at the Museum! 

Thursday, March 26, 5:00 pm.   

 Bay Breeze Restaurant 

1830 Asheville Hwy.  Hendersonville 

Everyone to order off their menu 

“Presentation to be announced” 

 Starting April 23 at 5:30 PM our Meetings 
will resume at the Museum 

MARCH 2026 1340 E Gilbert St, Hendersonville, NC 28792  

President’s Corner 

I have been working with Dan Ulmer (Acting Curator) on de-
veloping an individual video of each of our airplanes in the 
Museum, starting with the Wright flyer and the WWI planes, 
using my knowledge of the planes and the info booklets de-
veloped by Joy and others. This will assist our Docents in 
describing each plane, as well as allowing interested visitors 
to learn more about each of these historic airplanes on their 
own. This will take some time with our 20+ airplanes, with 
the long term plan including making the videos available at 
the push of a button in the museum, our website, and 
YouTube. 
This will also provide enjoyable training for new Docents. 
With the summer coming up soon and our need for more 
Docents to cover expanded visitor hours, we need all the 
help we can find.  All Museum members are encouraged to 
try becoming a Docent. It is not necessary to be a pilot, or 
even know much about airplanes. We will provide the infor-
mation and help you need. Please contact me. 
We all owe a lot of thanks to the museum members who 
work so hard to restore donated airplanes, and those who 
maintain our facilities and the huge grass airfield. 

  Plotting Our Course-Notes from the Board 

On February 20 we received a call 
from the son of Mrs. Elizabeth Nich-
ols, owner of the Curtis Robin, with 
news that she wants to donate this 
aviation gem to our museum.  We are 
so fortunate to have had this star in our museum 
for many years, on loan, and this generous gift 
will ensure that future visitors are inspired by the 
stories and beauty of this amazing piece of avia-
tion history.  We are excited with plans to do the 
needed repairs and keep the Robin in top form.  
This is why we are here, striving to preserve a 
legacy that is precious, for those who remember 
and for those generations yet to learn. We are 
humbled by this gift, and the trust of which it 
speaks of our organization.   
 
Article cont’d on Page 5 

 

In Memoriam 
It is with great sadness 
that we at the WNCAM 
say farewell to Al Denn, 
our long time Board mem-
ber, Curator, Docent, and 
friend. Al peacefully 
passed away on March 6, 
after a long illness. His 
intelligence, artistry, and 
skill are apparent in each 
exhibit he designed, high-
lighting the stories and 
history he loved preserv-
ing for us all.  
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Volunteer Notes By Bill Kelder 

Spring is just around the corner and things are starting to move towards a busy time with visitors coming to the museum and 

our hangar tenants getting ready for another season of flying. Last year we realized that a few trees along the bank between the 

driveway entrance and the museum were in bad shape, so we had them removed last month and while we were at it, we had 

the overgrown western bank behind the museum cleared off as well. Now when you come down Gilbert Street the entrance, 

sign, museum and airfield are very visible to the public.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

We will need to install a fence along Gilbert Street from our entrance down towards the trailer park- anyone interested in help-

ing with this either physically or financially please contact me. 

The museum’s bank, Champion Credit Union, produced a promotional video high lighting the museum on YouTube check out 

the link:    https://youtu.be/uce1glFzacM?si=XIgPL8jXJlLnZgjy 

On February 20th we had a small tour group from the Woodlands at Furman Senior Living Community.  Although it was a small 

group, Steve and I guided them to have a great time at the museum. A couple of them had aviation roots and shared some won-

derful memories, and we have received donations by mail and a thank-you note from them!  It was great fun, and Kim prepared 

a wonderful fruit tray, Debby made her famous zucchini muffins, and Loren opened the Restoration Hangar for guided tours.  

With the sunny warm weather, the hangar doors open to the airfield vista made a great impression.  

Does a week at Hilton Head Island 
sound interesting? 
 
A number of years ago the Museum was given a one-week timeshare on Hilton Head Island at the lovely Players Club Resort. As a 
museum we just haven’t been able to take advantage of it and the Board of Directors has decided to offer it to any member or 
interested party who would like to take on ownership at no additional cost. The only terms would be the new owner would have 
to pay the yearly maintenance fee and the cost to transfer the title. 
 
Players Club Resort Hilton Head Island 
35 Deallyon Ave 
Hilton Head, SC 29928           Website: pcoahiltonhead.com     843-842-6640 
 
Studio Apartment: Accommodates 4, 1 queen bed and queen pull out sofa, bath, and mini kitchen. First floor with patio. 
Week owned: White week between January and early March. Trading options available contact the resort for more details. 
Fees: Yearly maintenance fee has never exceeded $ 600.00. Deposit required upon check in of $ 150.00 refunded upon check out. 
Transferring requirements: Cost to be paid by new owner. 
A. New Deed must be executed to transfer ownership along with property description. 
B. Deed must be registered with the Beaufort County Register of Deed. Players Club has list of attorneys that can assist if needed. 
C. A $ 100.00 check must be sent by the new owner to The Players Club along with a copy of the registered deed to complete the 
transaction. 
 
If interested please contact Bill Kelder, Treasurer WNCAM at wncamadm8nc9@gmail.com or 828-691-2030. 



Curator ’s Corner 
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I can't believe how fast the month has gone by at the museum. We are working on so many projects and planning how to improve 
the museum.  I am so impressed with the passion and team work I see every day between the Officers and the Board.  I have so 
much to learn but so many people ready to help.  Here are some of the things we are working on that I am most involved with:   
 
Mission statement for the Museum 
Transition to a new website 
New exhibit focused on the FAA 
Video recordings explaining the history of our aircraft 
Detailed data collection on our aircraft 
Partnership with Etowah RC Flying Club and perhaps Triple Tree Aerodrome 
An exhibit highlighting the history of model aircraft 
We have the lights working on our display cabinets 
Research concerning joining the Community Foundation of Henderson County 
 
As I record our aircraft history presented by our President, Steve Lyons, I am so impressed with his extensive aviation knowledge 
and experience.  These recordings will serve many purposes in our future, from displays to website and social media.  Thank you, 
Steve, for sharing what you know.    

 

 
 
“It had never gotten old for him, flying. 
Never gone boring. Every engine start was a  
new adventure guiding the spirit of a lovely 
machine back into life; every takeoff blending 
his spirit with its own to do what’s never been 
done in history, to lift away from the ground and fly”. 
Richard Bach       
                                                             “Hypnotizing Maria” 2009 
 
Mark can be found busy in his hangar with great renewal of spirit.  Helene destroyed his 2004 ‘home built’ RV 8, “Miss Claire”.  
Undaunted, he expects to be finished with an RV 4, built in partnership with Steve Murray.  It is powered by a Lycoming 0320 en-
gine, and should be ready to fly this May.   
 
Some of Mark’s favorite books are by aviator/writer Richard Bach.  Especially Adventures of a Reluctant Messiah, 1977.  Bach, 
born in 1936, has flown as a hobby since age 17.  Bach had a serious accident flying his 2008 Easton Gilbert Searey float plane 
when he crashed August 12, 2012.  After that he focused more on writing.   
 
So…back to our local aviator, Mark Cigal; having his own potentially serious flying occurrence.  
 
“My earliest memory of flying”, said Mark, “was when my father and his pilot, adventure loving friend, took us for a ride in his 
Stinson.  I have that picture of me about 5 or 6 years old sitting on the wheel pant of the plane.  That memory stayed with me.  
When I was about 12 or 13, I really, really, wanted to become a pilot and I eventually got my pilot license before my driver’s li-
cense. My mother, who was not too thrilled about me flying, had to drive me to flight lessons. 
 
“I had formulated my master plan at a young age.  I was to get a degree in Mechanical Engineering, get into the Air Force and earn 
my wings, serve my country, then become an airline pilot.  I entered college in 1970 at NC State University and joined the Air Force 
ROTC program where they awarded me a scholarship and promised me a pilot training slot. During my senior year, the war had 

Volunteer Forum by Joy Redfield Kwapien   Volunteer Highlight— Marc Cigal 
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NEWS ABOUT JOHNSON F IELD BY ALEX AND MARK 

ended and we were informed there would be a long wait for pilot training slots. I had met two other like-minded pilot “wanna 
be’s” and we formed a plan to occupy our time during the waiting game.  One guy wanted to ride motorcycles across the country, 
another idea was to buy an airplane and fly across the country. Finally, the vote settled on getting an available Cessna 175 Skylark.  
We spent two months repainting the plane and getting it ready.  We wrote our names on the side and called her “The Freedom 
Three”.  We all got new credit cards and when one was maxed out, we would use another one and only pay the minimum on the 
first.  Often, we slept under the wings of the plane. Sometimes locals would see us and invite us to their homes for meals.  We 
timed our trip to be at Oshkosh 1974.  There we met Paul Poberezny, Art Scholl, and Bob Hoover.  We navigated our way across 43 
states with an old Texaco touring atlas. This was in 1974 and Avgas was only $.65 a gallon.   
 
Finally, after 19 months of waiting, I began pilot training.  That initial year turned out to be the most demanding and difficult year 
of my life. It was more physically and mentally demanding than all four years of college.  I worked hard and graduated in the top 
10% of my class.  Back then, the top graduates got to select what airplane they wanted. My plan was to choose a fighter.  Instead, 
the selection board overruled my choice and assigned me a T-38 instructor position.   
 
So, off to Columbus, MS, to become an instructor.  I had adjusted to the South from growing up a New England boy by going to 
college at NC State in Raleigh, but being in Mississippi was a lot of culture shock.  When I first arrived, it was a cold February night.  
There was a pounding rain, whipping wind and dark skies. I went to the rundown O club that first night. Alone, I sat bemoan-
ing…’what have I gotten myself into?’  It turned out to be a good assignment and I ended up spending six years in Mississippi.” 
 
When Mark was teaching student pilots while in the Air Force in MS, he gave Richard Bach’s book to his students. He instructed 
them, “read it before you go flying with me”.  
 
Article continued on back page 

 
OK, we’ve had our snow, we’ve had our cold . . . it’s time to try WET (just kidding – let’s keep the wet to necessary, only)! This win-
ter hasn’t been awful – just the opposite. There were days on end when we thought spring might be right around the corner .. a 
few days when we were captives of ice and snow .. and more than a few days when the winds kept us from flying. It’s winter, after 
all, to be expected and enough to keep our airplane builders and restorers largely indoors. 
 
The good news is some really nice flying weather coming up this first week of March along with daydreams of cookouts, airplanes 
flying and chairs in the funshine! Tom Oreck started it off with some fantastic burgers last Saturday, the last day of February, a hint 
of more to come in front of all our hangars this year. What better way to celebrate our being back in the groove! 
We had airplanes, paramotors, ultralights and flyers of all kinds on the field over the weekend. 
 

WELCOME to Johnson Field and the WNC Air Museum to Bill and Angela Gary! Bill’s RV-10 is in Hangar 5 with Bill Kemper’s Aero-
trek and Scott Osteen’s 172. 
 

Ron Stamey is testing some white, flat panels to mark the runway boundaries, replacing the traffic cones that are there now.  if we 
adopt these panels it will mean nothing sticking up to snag low wings, etc.,  plus they can be mowed over without wasting time to 
move the cones around. 
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From the Hangar Deck by Dale Bartels 

Support your WNC Air Museum 
• Renew your membership 
• Attend monthly meetings 
• Become a docent 
• Volunteer to help 

For more information contact Bill Kelder at  
828 691-2030 

February 03, 2026: I came to the museum and braved the iced over driveway in my Jeep. I advised the others not to come in. I then 

packed up and went back home. Ice and bitter cold didn’t work for us. 

February 17, 2026: Chris continued working on the Flivver’s lower fuselage area. Joe 

worked on the Quickie’s engine getting it ready for a run. We charged the battery in the 

Schuckert and later Richard, a young volunteer, cranked it over until it had oil pressure. 

Rick and Loren worked on the tug’s engine and got it running for a brief period of time. 

Richard and I went and put some fogging oil in the E-2’s engine. Joe attempted to get the 

Quickie’s engine started, but had no luck. Richard and I removed the oil filter from the 

Schuckert’s engine and cut it open to check for metal, it was clean.  Loren, Ryan, Rick and 

Chris “chipped in” to help the tree removal crew when their chipper would not restart after 

lunch break.  It took an hour or two, and the mechanical knowledge of the crew, but they 

got it back and running!   

February 24, 2026: Loren installed the new oil filter on to the Schuckert’s engine and Joe 

installed the new sparkplugs in it.  Jo and Loren worked on the tug’s engine ignition system 

and got it running but the carburetor is leaking fuel badly. Chris continued installing new 

gussets on the Flivver’s fuselage frame. I showed Richard how to crimp terminal lugs correctly and how to do a Raychem splice. 

Later we all went over and looked over the Curtiss Robin, which is now in the process to be donated by its owners to our museum!!  

It is going to take some preservation and minor restoration work.  

March 3, 2026: Richard and I went and removed the spark plugs from the Robin’s engine and sprayed preservative oil into the cyl-

inders. Ryan, Joe, Loren, and Rick shuffled airplanes around so that we could get the motor glider and the Schuckert outside so we 

could run their engines. Chris moved his Flivver project to another side of the hangar. Rick started the carburetor removal on the 

tug.  Loren put a serviceable battery into the motor glider. Richard ran up the Schuckert’s engine. Joe showed a potential buyer the 

Quickie II. 

This month the Board is looking closer at the needs of 
Johnson Field.  The ice storm created some roofing prob-
lems which must be addressed.  Quotes have been solic-
ited and merits debated.  Our goal is to provide hangar 
rentals that are clean and dry to house the aircraft so 
loved by our aviation community, a good home for our 
aircraft, as it were.  But just adjacent to our hangars an-
other community is building homes that may cause prob-
lems in the future; a healthy group of beavers have set 
up new homes in the water culverts at the airfield.  Mu-
seum founder and Board member Jerry Moore talked 
with the Hendersonville Water Department as they were 
investigating this, and reported that the city is laying 
plans to “relocate the neighborhood”.   
As always, we strive to learn how we can improve our 
museum for all-please let us know your thoughts! Email 
to wncamadm8nc9@gmail.com, or mail it to WNCAM, 
P.O. Box 2343, Hendersonville, NC 28793.  

Plotting Our Course-Notes from the Board 



Air Museum Hours 

Wednesday and Saturday  12-5 

Sunday 12– 5 

The Air Museum is closed: 

Easter Sunday, Memorial Day, 4th of July, Christmas 

and New Years Day 
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Honor Bricks 
If you would like to purchase an Honor Brick to 

recognize  accomplishments or to commemorate 
someone, please complete the order form below 

and mail to the Museum. 
PO Box 2343, Hendersonville, NC  28793 

Honor Brick Order Form 
Your contribution to the WNCAM Honor Brick program will help support the mission of the Museum now 
and into the future. 
Name of Contributor ______________________________________________________________________ 
Address  ________________________________________________________________________________ 
City  ________________________________  State  ________________  Telephone  ___________________ 
Please accept my enclosed contribution of $50 to the “WNCAM Honor Brick Fund” 
Mail your Honor Brick donation to:  PO Box 2343, Hendersonville, NC  28793 
Please engrave my brick with the following text (three lines, 15 characters per line—including spaces) 

____________________________________________________ 
____________________________________________________ 
____________________________________________________ 

 

Advertising pricing for Skylines 
(Approved by Board of Directors 01-06-2015) 

Run unchanged each month 
for a year (12 Times) 

Business Card size          $100 
Quarter Page                   $200 
Half Page                          $350 
Full page                           $600 

Run Once 
 

$10 
$20 
$35 
$60 

Welcome to our New Members this Month 
Jim Patterson  

Officers 
Steve Lyons,  President 

Jeffrey Moore, Vice President 
Joy Redfield Kwapien, Secretary 

Bill Kelder, Treasurer 
 

Board of Directors 
Peter Leonard, Chairman 
Jerry Moore. Vice Chair 

Dan Ulmer, Acting Curator 
Debby Schafer Recorder 

Bill Kelder 
Steve Lyons 
Chris Rogine 

 
Please refer all questions, comments or suggestions 

to the museum administration email address 
wncamadm8nc9@gmail.com 

Recycle your cans! 
 

The Museum needs your cans—sorted 
and with   labels removed—of course!  
These go a long way to help fund our 

activities.  Imagine if every aluminum and 
steel can tossed away in Henderson 

County found their way to the museum  
for recycling... 



Ask your flying 

buddies and others to 

join the Western North 

Carolina Air Museum! 

 

ADVERT ISEMENTS 
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Newsletter Mailing Notice 
 

In our efforts to reduce over-
head we are no longer mailing 
out the museum newsletter. As 
a member you will receive your 
copy of the “Skylines” museum 

newsletter via email. Please 
print your email address legibly 

and if you don’t receive your 
copy of the newsletter check 

your SPAM file.  

You can receive your own 
personal name badge if 
you wish for only $12.  

Please remit $12 for each 
name badge you wish to 

receive. 



From 

 To: 

March 2026 

Volunteer Highlight— Marc Cigal  (cont’d)  When I was an instructor in Mississippi, we flew the T-38 Talon, a supersonic fighter 
trainer.  My most exciting mission occurred on a training sortie with a student when we developed flight control problems.  One of 
the flap hinges had broken and the flap had blown back, puncturing the fuselage and depleting the right hydraulic system. I was 
really struggling to control the airplane.  After radioing in and describing our problem, we were instructed to parachute out. Since I 
did have some control of the plane, and there was a 12,000- foot runway at the air base, I decided to attempt a landing. Another T
-38 had been deployed and was soon flying beside me. It happened that the pilot was a friend of mine from college days. He ma-
neuvered close and I remember him saying, “Oh this does not look good Cigal”.  My minimum controllable speed was 190 Kts. The 
tires were only rated for 190 Kts and I blew all three tires on landing, and used all 12,000 feet of runway…but I didn’t have to bail 
out.  
 
“My master plan had specified an airline career after I got out of the Air Force.  In 1982 none of the airlines were hiring due to the 
economic downturn. So, I started another waiting game. Fortunately, I was able to work in the family business utilizing my engi-
neering degree.  I did this for almost 5 years, my feet on the ground yearning to be back in the pilot’s seat.  In late 1986 I was 
hiredby Pan Am and flew the Boeing 727.  By 1991 Pan Am was pretty much done.  In August of 1991 I was fortunate enough to be 
hired by American Airlines, but had to start all over again at the bottom.  Thankfully, my wife was a teacher and had a very good 
salary. For many years her paycheck was bigger than mine!  I enjoyed a 22-year career at American logging over 18,000 hours in 
the Boeng 747, 757, 767, and the Folker F100.  I retired in 2013.   
 
My wife, Lynne, and I moved to Hendersonville in August of 2014.  Our oldest daughter and her twin boys, now age 13, moved to 
“Greenville, SC, from Reno, Nevada in 2017.  Our youngest daughter moved to Hendersonville from VA in 2015. She and her fami-
ly, two boys ages 8 and 9 live right in our neighborhood.  We don’t see the twins as much, since they recently moved to New Jer-
sey. We are grateful to have the young ones nearby, keeping us busy.   
 
We look forward to gazing skyward and watching Mark roll and loop his RV 4 in the upcoming summer months.  He might be far 
into the clouds and dark blue so our imagination and good wishes will rise with him.  


