
 

 

 

 

WESTERN NORTH 

CAROLINA AIR MUSEUM 

        NEWSLETTER 

 

Meeting Update 

The February membership meeting will not be held 
at the Museum! 

Thursday, February 26, 5:00 pm.   

 Bay Breeze Restaurant 

1830 Asheville Hwy.  Hendersonville 

Everyone to order off their menu 

Video Presentation 

“WASP” Women Airforce Service Pilots  

FEBRUARY 2026 1340 E Gilbert St, Hendersonville, NC 28792  

President’s Corner 

The past few weeks of snow and extreme cold weather have 
been a real challenge for the Museum and have forced us to 
be closed for most of the time. The steep and sharply curved 
entrance road has been extremely dangerous, even for those 
who park outside the gate, since many trees shade the road 
making even walking on the icy road and grass equally dan-
gerous. We are currently working on a plan to remove many 
of the old and diseased trees that shade the road and pro-
mote icy conditions and falling limb risks. The ice also did 
some damage to some of the hangers, so it is time to tackle 
some structural issues on Johnson Field.  
Our maintenance team continues to do amazing work on a 
number of unusual airplanes and related equipment, even as 
the ice and snow slowed this group down as well.   
Last year was very challenging dealing with all the flood 
damage and has forced us to relook at how we plan for the 
future. We are focusing on making the Museum better 
known to the city of Hendersonville and all our neighbors. 
We welcome ideas. We also welcome members who would 
like to become Docents and teach our visitors about the 
wonders of aviation! 

  Plotting Our Course-Notes from the Board 

This month was hard on the museum at many lev-
els, as Al Denn, our long time Curator and Board 
Chair announced his need to step back from his du-
ties to focus his energies on his declining health.  Al 
has been pivotal in our development at the muse-
um, and where we are today is reflective of his vision and 
efforts. Always conscientious about planning ahead, Al worked 
to support the Vice Chair, Pete Leonard, to assume the Chair 
responsibilities for a smooth transition.  Then Al began planning 
how to hand off the Curator duties, and invited Dan Ulmer, our 
Multi Media Engineer, to discuss taking over.  Dan has been 
very active with Al, automating exhibits and planning new ones, 
so their working relationship helped Dan to understand the 
scope of the challenge, and he agreed to accept the Curator 
position as Acting Curator, allowing maximum flexibility to the 
museum for the future.  At the February meeting, now led by 
Pete, Dan was approved in this position, as well as Jerry Moore 
who volunteered for the Vice Chair responsibilities.  Jerry is one 
of the founding members of the museum, and he is shown at 
the groundbreaking ceremony along with the other founders in 
a picture displayed at the museum.  How far we have come, 
and only through the dedication and service of talented and 
thoughtful people in love with aviation.   

 

This B-17 crew posing proudly in front of their aircraft in-

cludes our Treasurer, Bill Kelder’s father, Lt. William Kelder, 

in the back row, far right.  See inside for more of the story in 

Joy’s interview with Bill Kelder inside.   
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Volunteer Notes By Bill Kelder 

Spring and Summer are coming upon us quickly and we need to start planning NOW.  As we all know, the museum has experi-

enced some major events over the last year. With the devastation caused by Helene, the loss of key membership from death 

and illness and most recently the winter storms, visitor numbers are reduced and we have an opportunity to reintroduce the 

museum to the public and increase the foot traffic through our doors. Here are a few ways everyone can help:  

Get the word out! Post pictures and info on Facebook or pick up flyers at the museum to leave at public places or bulletin 

boards; keep some in your pocket and hand them out to a parent and their kids then invite them to come for a visit. HELP 

SPREAD THE WORD 

Gardners needed! Help envision the front area makeover-we have consulted with Master Gardners who advised a raised garden 

bed (swamp grass was identified in the current space). Help plan and implement by mid-May. 

Let’s have a party! Ideas for fun times needed-what about a Saturday from 12-2 free hot dogs at the museum? Perfect for a fly 

in event…. We need a few more people to join a small group with big ideas! 

Outreach needs you! We are scheduling a few tours, want to help with refreshments? Chaperone a school group? Help us wel-

come our visitors as a Docent? Invite a group you belong to or know of and get it on the calendar.   

Please the museum needs your help if you have any questions please contact: Debby Schafer 937-287-7476, Bill Kelder 828-691-

2030 or email wncamadm8nc9@gmail.com for more information. 

Does a week at Hilton Head Island 
sound interesting? 
 
A number of years ago the Museum was given a one-week timeshare on Hilton Head Island at the lovely Players Club Resort. As a 
museum we just haven’t been able to take advantage of it and the Board of Directors has decided to offer it to any member or 
interested party who would like to take on ownership at no additional cost. The only terms would be the new owner would have 
to pay the yearly maintenance fee and the cost to transfer the title. 
 
Players Club Resort Hilton Head Island 
35 Deallyon Ave 
Hilton Head, SC 29928           Website: pcoahiltonhead.com     843-842-6640 
 
Studio Apartment: Accommodates 4, 1 queen bed and queen pull out sofa, bath, and mini kitchen. First floor with patio. 
Week owned: White week between January and early March. Trading options available contact the resort for more details.  
Fees: Yearly maintenance fee has never exceeded $ 600.00. Deposit required upon check in of $ 150.00 refunded upon check out. 
Transferring requirements: Cost to be paid by new owner. 
A. New Deed must be executed to transfer ownership along with property description. 
B. Deed must be registered with the Beaufort County Register of Deed. Players Club has list of attorneys that can assist if needed. 
C. A $ 100.00 check must be sent by the new owner to The Players Club along with a copy of the registered deed to complete the 
transaction. 
 
If interested please contact Bill Kelder, Treasurer WNCAM at wncamadm8nc9@gmail.com or 828-691-2030. 



Curator ’s Corner 
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The Curtiss Robin, introduced in 1928, was a high wing monoplane with a 90 hp  V8 OX-5 8-cylinder engine. It was later fitted with 
the more powerful Challenger engine, which developed between 170 and 185 hp.   The Robin, a workmanlike cabin monoplane 
had a wooden wing and steel tubing fuselage.  The cabin accommodated two, and or three, passengers seated side-by-side behind 
the pilot.  
 
Early Robins were distinguished by large flat fairings over 
the parallel diagonal wing bracing struts, which were 
abandoned on later versions when found ineffective at 
creating lift. The original landing gear were bungee rubber 
cord shock absorbers! 
 
The Robin you see here in the museum is on loan to us by 
it's owner, Elizabeth Nichols. In 1993 members of the mu-
seum approached her about placing the Robin here on 
loan and she was delighted with the idea and thought our 
museum would be a wonderful place for all to see this 
magnificent airplane.  

 
 
 

You define a good flight by negatives 
You didn't get hijacked, You didn't crash, 
You didn't throw up, You weren't late, & 
You weren't nauseated by the food. 
 
When I first came to the museum in the Fall of 2024, it was a muddy mess. Helene had dumped water and mud on the museum 
floor including wheels, wings and tails of the airplanes that were not lashed to the saving grace of the ceiling.  Among others work-
ing I met Bill Kelder and his wife Linda, who had buckets, brooms and mops. Bill would occasionally have to stop and answer ques-
tions for tourists who did not realize the condition of the museum. He learned all about our precious relics and is a docent among 
other occupations around our people, planes and new sounds (thanks Dan). 
 
Bill and Linda met in 2008 at a church where they were both attending.  At present they both run a successful Air B&B at their 
home in Asheville. If you want to get away from your own 4 walls it is in a great location.  They both began volunteering at 
WNCAM in 2022. Linda organizing the monthly meals and kitchen coordination (not easy with men roaming around) while Bill 
works with Al Denn, Curator, and Steve Lyons, organizing office, school groups 
and whatever is needed. 
 
Most of us at the Museum have had parents in WWII, including Bill.  Bill's fa-
ther, Lt. William R. Kelder, enlisted in the Army Infantry in 1940.  He was as-
signed to the Army Air Corp graduating as Bombardier in 1943. He grew up in  
Matamoris, PA. And became a lithographer prior to entering service in 1940 
before WWII. 
 
In Dec. of 1943, Lt. Kelder was assigned to the 351st Bomb Group Squadron 94  
Bombardment wing in Polebrook, England.  The small Northamptonshire town 
usually quiet must have roared to attention with the new air base and celebri-
ties such as Clark Gable on site. Gable, as a Captain, flew combat missions from 
this base. I can see wanna be starlets flitting into the bars and coffee shops.   It 
was also at this base that the Boeing B-17 Flying Fortress began missions mid 1942.   

Volunteer Forum by Joy Redfield Kwapien   Volunteer Highlight—Bill Kelder 

Lt. William Kelder is on the left 
without a hat  
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NEWS ABOUT JOHNSON F IELD BY ALEX AND MARK 

 
It was on the B-17 and Lt. William Kelder's 2nd mission on Dec 30th, 1943 that they had a successful bombing of a chemical and 
explosive factory.  This was the groups 65th mission.  Upon returning over Heidelburg heavy flak and attack by enemy aircraft re-
sulted in the loss of # 3 engine and later # 4.  Gaining altitude and cloud cover the heavy and slow aircraft made it to the coast of 
France.  After passing the Cliffs of Dover, the Captain ordered the 7 crew to parachute out.  Pilot, copilot and radio operator re-
mained on board.  On crash landing, the three on board survived.  Not so fortunate were 5 of the crew that bailed out.  Fortunate-
ly, one of the surviving 2 crew who jumped was Lt. William Kelder. 
 
William completed his tour of duty, including two more airplane crashes.  He returned to his hometown and married Bill's mother 
Cynthia Warner.  Immediately after the wedding they drove a 1940 Ford to Boca Raton, FL where William was assigned to an air-
field, until after the war.  They returned to Pennsylvania where William resumed his career as a Lithographer, never to fly again. 
 
Bill and Linda have 4 children and 8 grandchildren scattered from California to Vermont.  One grandson is pursuing a military ca-
reer.  We are fortunate to have Bill and Linda assisting the many school groups that pass through our doors.  Hopefully we can en-
lighten one or two to pursue aviation careers. 

What a month we’ve had! The first half of January was like late fall.  Steve and Mark were edging closer and closer to a finished RV-
4, with onlookers doing what they do best - Look on. A photo of Steve is attached, showing his good side as he strings wires and 
cables through the fuselage.  Then winter blasted in with cold, ice storm, wind, and snow!  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Earlier, during the last week of January and between the ice storm and the snowstorm, we received a note from Whittaker War-
rington with a picture that showed our Airfield iced over. Not much flying going on at the moment and the prospects are slim for 
the next few days unless you happen to have a set of skis handy!  Hendersonville Airport (0A7) had patchy snow and ice on the 
runway at 10am, Monday, 2/2 which usually goes substantially away after exposure to direct sun and temperatures above freez-
ing.  Our Airfield (8NC9) had a thin layer of ice with slush under, making the field soft and wet. Use not recommended until signifi-
cant drying. 
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From the Hangar Deck by Dale Bartels 

Support your WNC Air Museum 
• Renew your membership 
• Attend monthly meetings 
• Become a docent 
• Volunteer to help 

For more information contact Bill Kelder at  
828 691-2030 

January 13, 2026: Loren, Joe, and Rick left on an epic trip to North Wilkesboro airport. They returned at the end of the day with a 

ramp tractor (tug) on our trailer. Chris continued cutting out formers for the Flivver project. I spent the day removing rust and 

flood mud from some of our tools that Helene damaged.  

January 20, 2026: Rick finished rebuilding the WWII Jeep’s carburetor. Loren and I mounted a can crusher in the maintenance 

hangar. Joe and Loren got new tires for our trailer that the Quickie II sits on. We had a young man named, Richard, who is a stu-

dent at AB Tech student show up to help us. We had him remove and replace the spark plugs in our tug. He also cleaned out the 

brake master cylinder. Joe worked on putting the cylinder heads back onto the Quickie’ engine. Ryan and Chris continued working 

on the Storm’s Flivver restoration. 

January 27, 2026: Should have known the day would be bad when we found the gate lock frozen. Loren and Chris came and with 

the hangar uncomfortably cold, Chris went back home.  Loren and I attempted to do a compression check of the Schuckert’s en-

gine but could not get the adapter threaded into the spark plug hole. We heard someone flying so we went outside and watched 

two men brave the cold and fly their paramotor aircrafts. I managed to slip and fall face first into the iced over grass, fortunately 

Loren was there to help me up. The hangar never got warm so Loren and I called it quits and went home. 

In Seattle is the Boeing Company Museum of Flight.  It features an exten-
sive selectin of both civil and military aircraft covering the many decades of 
the storied Boeing legacy.  The Museum of Flight is the largest independ-
ent, non-profit air and space museum in the world! With over 175 aircraft 
and spacecraft, tens of thousands of artifacts, millions of rare photographs, 
dozens of exhibits and experiences and a world-class library, the Museum 
and its people bring humankind's incredible history of flight to life.  Worth 
a trip to Seattle just to see this great museum! 

At Other Air Museums 



Air Museum Hours 

Wednesday and Saturday  12-5 

Sunday 12– 5 

The Air Museum is closed: 

Easter Sunday, Memorial Day, 4th of July, Christmas 

and New Years Day 
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Honor Bricks 
If you would like to purchase an Honor Brick to 

recognize  accomplishments or to commemorate 
someone, please complete the order form below 

and mail to the Museum. 
PO Box 2343, Hendersonville, NC  28793 

Honor Brick Order Form 
Your contribution to the WNCAM Honor Brick program will help support the mission of the Museum now 
and into the future. 
Name of Contributor ______________________________________________________________________ 
Address  ________________________________________________________________________________ 
City  ________________________________  State  ________________  Telephone  ___________________ 
Please accept my enclosed contribution of $50 to the “WNCAM Honor Brick Fund” 
Mail your Honor Brick donation to:  PO Box 2343, Hendersonville, NC  28793 
Please engrave my brick with the following text (three lines, 15 characters per line—including spaces) 

____________________________________________________ 
____________________________________________________ 
____________________________________________________ 

 

Advertising pricing for Skylines 
(Approved by Board of Directors 01-06-2015) 

Run unchanged each month 
for a year (12 Times) 

Business Card size          $100 
Quarter Page                   $200 
Half Page                          $350 
Full page                           $600 

Run Once 
 

$10 
$20 
$35 
$60 

Welcome to our New Members this Month 
Robert Kern (Life Member) 

Officers 
Steve Lyons,  President 

Jeffrey Moore, Vice President 
Joy Redfield Kwapien, Secretary 

Bill Kelder, Treasurer 
 

Board of Directors 
Peter Leonard, Chairman 
Jerry Moore. Vice Chair 

Dan, Ulmer, Acting Curator 
Debby Schafer Recorder 

Bill Kelder 
Steve Lyons 
Chris Rogine 

 
Please refer all questions, comments or suggestions 

to the museum administration email address 
wncamadm8nc9@gmail.com 

Recycle your cans! 
 

The Museum needs your cans—sorted 
and with   labels removed—of course!  
These go a long way to help fund our 

activities.  Imagine if every aluminum and 
steel can tossed away in Henderson 

County found their way to the museum  
for recycling... 



Ask your flying 

buddies and others to 

join the Western North 

Carolina Air Museum! 

 

ADVERTISEMENTS 

 

 

Page 7 

Newsletter Mailing Notice 
 

In our efforts to reduce over-
head we are no longer mailing 
out the museum newsletter. As 
a member you will receive your 
copy of the “Skylines” museum 

newsletter via email. Please 
print your email address legibly 

and if you don’t receive your 
copy of the newsletter check 

your SPAM file.  

You can receive your own 
personal name badge if 
you wish for only $12.  

Please remit $12 for each 
name badge you wish to 

receive. 



From 

 To: 

February 2026 

 

On Wednesday January 28th, Don Buck’s son and daugh-

ter, Ellen and Sherman came by the museum for a brief 

visit to pick up Don’s personal belongings. Although the 

driveway was an ice rink, we made our way down to the 

museum and retrieved the items. Peter, Steven and I 

were there, and we had a nice time visiting them and 

sharing some wonderful stories. We all agreed Don was 

a wonderful person and will be missed by all.  


