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NEWSLETTER
President’s Corner Meeting Update
We an be proud of the outstanding work being done by The January membership meeting will not be held
some of our volunteer members. They are doing an amazing at the Museum!
job to refurbish andllmprove the huge grass runyvay and.taX| Thursday, January 22, 5:00 pm.
ways. They are meticulously restoring several airplanes in
the Aircraft Maintenance and Restoration hangar, and the Bay Breeze Restaurant

finished aircraft may end up in the museum, or they may be
sold to raise funds. They have spent countless hours restor-
ing hangars damaged by the flood. Our docents volunteer Everyone to order off their menu
hours to guide visitors and explain the theory of flight to

1830 Asheville Hwy. Hendersonville

them and the special history of each piece in our collection. Speaker

There are many more tasks being completed. Going forward Bob Peck

we need to expand the Museum’s visibility to residents and . .

visitors to Hendersonville, including our schools. Come to Piper J5 Restoration .. The Rest of the Story

our monthly membership meetings and share your ideas.

Volunteer to help with some of the many tasks-help us grow.
We can’t do it without you!

Steve Lyons, President

Plotting Our Course-Notes from the Board

In this time of a slower winter pace, the beautiful weather has brought us outdoors again and tempted us to notice things that
were more hidden in the lush greenery of summer. Suddenly it is apparent that nature has been busy as we have tried to hiber-
nate...the trees around the museum need pruning or removal, the airfield has suspicious lumps and bumps which must be
smoothed, swamp grass is growing in the front flower bed, and the hurricane damaged culvert at the dip in East Gilbert Street
above our parking lot is screaming for repair. This month the Board will be working through these issues, obtaining quotes for
work, soliciting funds, and laying plans for important grounds work. It has been reported that FEMA funds will be used for the cul-
vert repair, and one of our neighbors has volunteered to use his heavy equipment to clear water channels so the spring rains will
not be a problem.

This newsletter introduces a new space dedicated to military aviation. Our museum Articles of Incorporation include as our pur-
pose to “educate the general public as to the history of general aviation, commercial aviation, and military aviation”, and you will
see on the address page a picture of a member’s father from his service in WWI|, sitting proudly in his Corsair. We are inviting you,
our members, to send in a picture and some details from the miliary aviation history personal to you. Email this to
wncamadm8nc9@gmail.com, or mail it to WNCAM, P.O. Box 2343, Hendersonville, NC 28793.

We are dreaming of gatherings of folks in the warmer weather-ideas of fly-in events, cook-outs and movie nights are potential
offerings. Let us know what you are dreaming about! All ideas are welcome! Al Denn, Chairman
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Volunteer Notes By Bill Kelder

As we leave 2025 behind and embark on a new year let us all be thankful for the wonderful gifts we are blessed with each and
every day. | feel | speak for all of us with the Museum, Airfield and Restoration - thank you to all volunteers for the many hours
of blood, sweat and tears that went into bringing the facilities back from the aftermath of Hurricane Helene and making them
better than ever. Without our volunteers this wouldn’t have been possible.

Now as we embark on this new year, | am reaching out to our members because we are in a position to grow or fail. Here are
some specific areas:

Calling all gardeners-beginning in April the front area will get a make-over; two-hour time slots are requested on days to be an-
nounced soon-

Help with the next school tour by being a chaperone-expect a 1-2 hour commitment, no experience necessary! We need a
teacher to help us make age-appropriate materials for our young visitors-if you have that experience, share your insights to help
us make fun and interesting materials.

Want your story told? Let us know to get you interviewed for the Newsletter!

One Docent shift a month (2.5 hrs) will help a lot! We have easy reference materials prepared and welcoming visitors is the real
task.

To get involved, call Debby 937-287-7476 or Bill Kelder 828-691-2030 or email wncamadm8nc9@gmail.com.

If you feel you don’t have the knowledge or skills, we have dedicated volunteers ready to mentor you. Four years ago, when |
visited the museum the docent on duty asked if | would like to volunteer. At that time, | had very little knowledge of aviation,
but it had always been something | was interested in, so | volunteered. With the guidance of many fine people, | started as a
docent and have embarked on a new adventure. | am sorry to say that a few of those who mentored me have passed away and |
remain grateful that they took me under their wing.

Thank you, Steven, Debby, Dan, Steve Daniels and Kim, for making our December Christmas Party such a successful event.

If anyone would like more information about Steve Daniels and his art, you can contact him at 828-421-8043 or email: stevedan-
iels@comprium.net

Honor Brick Presentation

On December 20, 2025, a group of Bob Gardner’s friends and his wife Denise Gardner (fourth from left) gathered at the entrance
to the Air Museum for the presentation of an honor brick to recognize his service and dedication to the museum. Bob passed away
in 2025.
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Curator’s Corner by Al Denn

Are you aware that we have an outlaw aircraft in our collection? It’s true, and the unlikely aircraft is none other than the 1929
Curtiss Robin, tail number NC563N, currently on loan to our museum, and we are proud to share its history-

This aircraft had been forced down by authorities when its pilot was shot as it was being used to fly illegal liqguor from Cuba into
the U.S. It was then stored in a shed and deteriorated over the years with cabbage palm trees growing up through the wings. In
1962 a team had made it flyable, when it was bought by Philip Van Treuren. Van Treuren was an old Robin pilot, and recognized it
as possibly the only four place model (four passenger) left of the original seven produced. When he retired from the U. S. Navy he
sold the Robin, which eventually found its way to the Western North Carolina Air Museum and is currently on exhibit as the muse-
um plans additional restoration efforts.

Another interesting note about this type of aircraft is that in 1938, a pilot by the name of Douglas Corrigan petitioned the Federal
authorities to be allowed to fly a Curtiss Robin from the U.S. to Ireland. The authorities refused because Lindburg had already
done it, and it was too dangerous. Corrigan then asked if he could fly across the U.S. from California to the East coast. The Federal
Aviation Authority said that would be O.K. You guessed it! Some short time later, Corrigan, in the Curtiss Robin, landed in Ireland.
When questioned by the authorities, Corrigan claimed to have had compass problems. From then on, he was known as “Wrong
Way Corrigan”, and became a media sensation.

Watch the flight of a restored Curtis Robin-copy and paste into your search engine:

https://youtu.be/e-WCYmQhHU8?si=qgn8KyirjZmFQZ9P

Volunteer Forum by Joy Redfield Kwapien Volunteer Highlight—XKim Albright

A Pan Am 747 suffers an engine failure on rotation at LHR.

PILOT: Er ah... Clipper 123, we are going to continue straight ahead runway
heading and dump some gas.

CONTROLLER: Are you aware, sir, that your current heading takes you over
Windsor Castle where her Majesty is currently in residence?

PILOT: Ask her Majesty, does she just want the gas or the airplane and the gas.

Most of us pilots probably haven't been inside a control tower. Where a confident voice can guide us out of raw and potentially
harmful if not embarrassing dilemmas. So let's explore the biography of our gift shop manager, Kim Albright, who is also a retired
ATC (Air Traffic Controller).

In the 7th grade and 12 years old, Kim went with her class on a field trip to the local air-
port in the town of Bloomington, Indiana. The town where she was born. Captured by the
lights and camaraderie of the controllers, she decided this was where she wanted to
plant her nimble limbs when she grew up.

According to Kim in order to become an ATC; you can go to college, go into the military or
apply for a civil service job. Once you are selected for ATC you will go to Mike Monronney
Aeronautical Center, in Oklahoma City, OK. You will be assigned to (1)a tower,(2) a center
or (3) a radar approach control. Once you leave the Academy you will go into the location
relative to your expertise and training focus. Kim was sent to San Diego near Tijuana, one
and a half miles from the border, but within the US. This airport is also one of the largest
bases for EAA (Experimental Aircraft Assn). Every weekend there was an EAA event with
multiple interactions of unknown flying contraptions. Kim has worked in small airports
and large multi runway airports. One of the challenges at smaller airports is to become
too comfortable with the decreased traffic.

Once while she was on duty a tug was pulling an airplane, no pilots or engine on, when the tug driver misjudged his reversing
space (not in Kim's control) and backed into an airplane approaching the gate (Kim's domain). Suddenly Kim hears 'Mayday'
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'Mayday'. The tug driver had inadvertently backed into the space of the taxying aircraft. Hazmat got involved due to the fuel on
board.

For Kim it was a ground emergency with no injuries as her first event to wrangle. Kim was then back to her home base near Pur-
due University with plenty of student pilots. She said, six to eight in the pattern at any one time. No Radar. Just essentially strong
field glasses. Here she met Neil Armstrong several times. Since he was a Purdue graduate he rolled in on many occasions, and she
talked to him at events. Once in his 70's, flying into Purdue in a 767, he was asked if he wanted to land the airplane. We won't ask
Kim what she thought of the landing.

From Purdue, Kim went to Ft. Lauderdale to an executive airport, where she remained for about 10 years. She had recently met
her future husband and they got married in Ft. Lauderdale. Kim's husband is also a now retired ATC. Kim was then transferred to
Asheville, NC. where for the first time she had radar to manage. So it was back to Mike Monrony for advanced education in radar.
With family nearby in Oklahoma City, including 3 year old Skylar, Kim explored Zoo's, museums, and other attractions on the week-
ends. Kim recalls prior to 2020, to familiarize pilots and ATC's with each other the ATC's made about 9 trips a year in various air-
craft. She was strapped securely in a C-130 as the loaded paratroopers jumped out. Flying in a Blimp was also a 'field trip'.

Kim was then assigned to Asheville ATC for approximately 12 years, where she retired and for us at WNCAM fortunately came to
volunteer. Astute man, as curator, Al Denn steered Kim to manage the gift shop. With her attention to details, Kim is relentless at
sourcing the best quality (no plastic junk, please) model airplanes, puzzles, books and aero related gifts. Please remember our gift
shop when considering birthdays and holidays for your young family members.

NEWS ABOUT JOHNSON FIELD BY ALEX AND MARK

We made it! Looking back at the Airfield Letters for 2025, it’s just amazing what we accomplished together during this past year
after being literally washed away by Hurricane Helene. We all took a role in the recovery, whether through cleanup and restoration
work or just keeping the hangar rents coming in — many contributing both ways. Thank you for all you have done. (Don’t worry,
there’s more to do and we’ll be asking for more help this new year).

Our Airfield runway will be the focus of activity during the next few months as we work to level, stabilize and pack the surface.
Glenn Gordon and Current Board Member Jerry Moore from the Museum did great things to put us back in business as an Airfield
in 2025, from Jerry’s finding a fire engine to hose down the empty museum hangar and a new tractor to mow the runway to
Glenn’s groundskeeping and hauling scrap to the metal recycler’s. We’ll need your help as they come up with a plan to iron out the
details, and we’ll tackle the project one piece at a time.

Welcome Dennis Carlson and John Wilkinson to the Airfield ... they’re bringing their airplanes to Hangar 1- - John has a Hummer
that he built and kept at Jim and Judy Paine’s on the north end until Helene wiped everything out ..... after a complete restoration
John based at Landrum SC. Dennis is at the covering and finishing stage on his Highlander in his home workshop and should be
joining John in March or April. If you’d like some covering experience, Dennis said he’d welcome the company.
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From the Hangar Deck by Dale Bartels

December 9, 2025: Rick removed the upper sparkplugs from the Schuckert’s engine and then | cleaned them. Joe and

Rick attempted to remove the lower sparkplugs from the Quickie II’s engine, and it became quite a chore. We are not sure who
designed the installation for the lower plugs, but he is on our hate list. Loren and | removed and replaced the worn out, crash

pads in our WWII Jeep. We pulled the sparkplugs out of the Quickie II’s engine and put some oil into the cylinders. We then turned
it by hand and heard some grinding noises. Not sure where the noise was coming from, we decided to crank it over to get oil into
the gearbox. Loren and | figured out the unmarked battery cables and then installed the battery. | replaced the broken starter
switch. And then we cranked it over several times, and with the result of less noise.

December 16, 2025: Rick and | torqued the propeller bolts on the Schuckert airplane. Ryan and Chris continued working on the
Flivver project. Joe, Loren, and Rick had a real fight on their hands attempting to remove the lower sparkplugs from the Quickie’s
engine. The original builder modified the cylinder heads incorrectly, so it was impossible to get the lower sparkplugs out. They end-
ed up removing the cylinder heads to gain access to the sparkplugs. Loren ironed the edges of his repair patch on the Schuckert’s
horizontal stabilizer to make it smoother.

December 23, 2025: Rick removed the WWII Jeep’s carburetor so he can rebuild it. Ryan and | played “blacksmith” by using the oxy
-acetylene torch and a big hammer to bend some steel brackets. Joe and Loren continued working on

the Revmaster engine’s cylinder heads to get the stuck sparkplugs out. Chris continued working on the flivver airplane. Rick’s

wife, Dawn, brought us a charcuterie board filled with snack food. And later, Joy Kwapien showed up with bags of cookies and oth-
er treats for us. We will all get fatter from all this Christmas food but thank you ladies for the goodies.

December 30, 2025: Chris continued working on the Flivver project by cutting out some fuselage components from wood. Lor-
en, Joe, and | worked on modifying the ramps for our trailer. Later Joe did some MIG welding on the trailer and then taught Ryan
how to MIG weld. Loren and | removed the spark plugs from the Schuckert’s engine and then did a compression check on the en-
gine.

January 6, 2025: Joe and Loren replaced the cutoff wheel on our metal cutting chop saw. Rick, Loren, and Joe worked on attaching
a toolbox and winch onto our trailer. Chris continued with his diligent work on Flivver restoration.

3%Steve Daniels At Other Air Museums
AVIATION ART T

Adjacent to Davis-Monthan AFB (Tucson, AZ) is the Pima Air
and Space Museum. It has the enviable benefit of being next
to the “Boneyard” where military aircraft through the decades
are stored before being disposed. A few aircraft are saved at
the museum and their collection is noteworthy. The museum
has an extensive display of both military and civilian aircraft of
which several Beechcraft models are shown below. fyou are
ever in the area (a great wintertime excursion) by all means
stopin.

Support your WNC Air Museum
+ Renew your membership

o Attend monthly meetings

o Become a docent

o Volunteer to help
For more information contact Bill Kelder at
828 691-2030
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Officers
Steve Lyons, President
Jeffrey Moore, Vice President
Joy Redfield Kwapien, Secretary
Bill Kelder, Treasurer

Board of Directors
Al Denn, Chairman and Curator
Peter Leonard Vice Chair
Debby Schafer Recorder
Bill Kelder

Steve Lyons

Jerry Moore

Chris Rogine

Welcome to our New Members this Month
Judy Manzanares

Air Museum Hours
Wednesday and Saturday 12-5
Sunday 12-5

The Air Museum is closed:

Easter Sunday, Memorial Day, 4th of July, Christmas
and New Years Day

Please refer all questions, comments or suggestion
to the museum administration email address
wncamadm8nc9@gmail.com

Advertising pricing for Skylines
(Approved by Board of Directors 01-06-2015)

Recycle your cans!

The Museum needs your cans—sorted

and with labels removed—of course!

These go a long way to help fund our |

activities. Imagine if every aluminum and ===

steel can tossed away in Henderson '

County found their way to the museum |,
for recycling...

Run unchanged each month Run Once
for a year (12 Times)
Business Card size $100 $10
Quarter Page $200 $20
Half Page $350 $35
Full page $600 $S60

Honor Bricks
If you would like to purchase an Honor Brick to
recognize accomplishments or to commemorate
someone, please complete the order form below
and mail to the Museum.
PO Box 2343, Hendersonville, NC 28793

Dave Bolser
dmbolser@gmail.com
856-885-3920

Contact
Information

Honor Brick Order Form
Your contribution to the WNCAM Honor Brick program will help support the mission of the Museum now

and into the future.
Name of Contributor

Address

City State

Please accept my enclosed contribution of $50 to the “WNCAM Honor Brick Fund”
Mail your Honor Brick donation to: PO Box 2343, Hendersonville, NC 28793
Please engrave my brick with the following text (three lines, 15 characters per line—including spaces)

Telephone
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ADVERTISEMENTS

PP W<

Raven's Iding School of
Art
A community of beginning and
accomplished artists where lives are
changed by finding passion in art.
www.ravenswingstudios.com

amakua54 @morrisbb.net
Don & Phoebe Blackwell

You can receive your own
personal name badge if
you wish for only $12.
Please remit $12 for each
name badge you wish to

Ask your flying
buddies and others to
join the Western North
Carolina Air Museum!

i ubhaks

201 Duncan Hill Road
Hendersonville, NC 28792

(828) 693-4968
Fax (828) 692-1532
Jerry Moore Bobby Moore  Wendie Chastain
Generat Manager PParts Manager Sates

Newsletter Mailing Notice

In our efforts to reduce over-
head we are no longer mailing
out the museum newsletter. As
a member you will receive your
copy of the “Skylines” museum
newsletter via email. Please
print your email address legibly
and if you don’t receive your
copy of the newsletter check
your SPAM file.

receive.

MEMBERSHIP FORM [ |New Member [ ]Renewal | ™

|:, ;nad[:;r;ﬁual I:l F;qrg;lr:r I:I Indi;;d;:]al Life D Far;;l:ﬂufe D car:: ;‘r:: :_Iu;tﬂh
Name Spouse or Other Name
Address
City State Zip
Phone Alternate Phone
Ermail

Newsletters are emailed monthly

Oecupation or skills you could share

Special Interests

Please submit this form with your check at the museum
donation box in the museum entrance, or mail with
your check to the address at the right.

WNCAM
PO Box 2343
Hendersonville, NC 28793-2343

Order a name badge for only $12 for each badge-just remit $12 for each.
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Lieutenant Ted Kessler, flying a Corsair in the Marshall Islands, 1944. His war diary recounts the day he was shot down over Mille
took off at 0700 and was over target 0900 and proceeded to strafe raid before the D’s went in their dive. Clouds covered 9/10 of
Mille and we had to make a very shallow run from 10.000’. By the time | got down the island was blinking like a Christmas tree off
attention was divided. Between 1000’ and 2000’ | flew through a barrage ‘%
of small caliber stuff and immediately developed a fuel failure (leak). - A

N "\
and radioed my emergency. At 200’ | jettisoned the hood and lowered ' g -
stayed up for at least 30 sec. | had time to free my foot that | had caught
in the bottom and unbuckle my chute. | watched her sink and then inflat-

Atoll: “we escorted the SBD”s (Dauntless Dive Bombers) up to Mille today. | was ‘tail end Charlie’ on a flight of 8 Corsairs. We
and on. My hood kept blowing open in the dive (broken latch) so my
¥
.
When | finally realized that the engine had quit running, | turned seaward _
my seat. Drop full flaps and landed 4000 yds off shore downwind. Plane
ed my life jacket and proceeded to inflate my boat...”

Contributed by WNCAM member Deborah Kessler Schafer




